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Fort  McArthur  UO  Miles  in 
advance  ol'  UrlDanna  June  i8l2 
Dr.  Sir  '     ' ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  vie  arriveu.  here  the  evening 
before  last  and  ifU^f^M  should  have  proceeded  on  this  day  but  for  the 
iimjanse  raise,  but  indeed  vie  should  have  gained  nothing  as  Colo     indley 
is  cueing  the  road.     There  is  a  very  good  stockade  fort  here,  viith  two  block 
houses  where  vd.ll  be  left  about  1;0  Men  mostly  invalids.     I'here  vn.ll  be 
another  block  hoTise  built  at  ELanchard  fork  of  iiiami  of  ttie  lake  about  20 
lliles  in  advance  of  this.     It  is  said  the  fort  of  the  rapids  is  not  more  than 
$0  or  60  iTiiles  from  this.     Vife  are  all  in  fine  spirits  and  I  hope  shall 
acquit  ourselves  well  &  do  honor  to  our  nation  in  the  event  of  hostilities. 

Peace  is  certainly  very  desirable  but  any  thing  rather  than  depredation 
and  I  tLink    with  equal  numbers  we  will  give  a  good  accounS  of  the  Americans 
(2c  let  them  know  that  Kentuckyans  are  not  savages  as  Col.  Grant  told  Genl 
Hull.    VJ"e  are  a-1.1   in  fine  spirits  and  anxious  to  proceed  as  fast  as  possible. 
Y/e  think  v/e  shall  get  in  to  Detroit  in  10  or  12  days.     I  shall  conx,inue  as 
long  with  the  Troops  as  there  is  any  thing  of  importance  to  do     if   [illeg.] 
hostilities  commence,   I  shall  not  leave  it  till  we  go  into  V/inter  Qiiarters 
I  shall  do  my  self  the  honor  to  write  you  from  time  to  time:     I  find  the 
road  better  this  rout  vastly  than  I  expected,   and  I  think  these  block  Houses 
Tiill  be  of   [illeg.  ]  importance  in  uniting  this  state  &  Michigan  <St  in 
supplying  Detroit  &  that  Territory  generally,     I  am  much  pleased  i\ath  Genl. 
Hiul.  he  appears  to  be  anxioiis  to  get  on  to  the  defence  of  Detroit  as  fast  as 
possible  k  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  serve  his  Country     I  shall  write  you 
from  time  to  time  independant  of  business. 
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I  iiave  the  honor  to  be  mth  grear  respect  &  esteem  your  obed  Sert  in 

hast 

James  Taylor 

Hon.  Y/m.  Eustis 
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Fort  Dearborn 
Honored  Sir 

It  is  ".vith  the  deepest  regret  I  addi-ess  you  upon  the  present  Subject 

I  am  obliged  to  Solicit  a  change  of  situation  —  1'^  reasons  I  shall  state 

in  as  fev;  words  as  possible.     I  have  first  to  represent  the  partial,  arbitrary 

and  xmjust  manner  in  which  the  Suut±ing  business  is  carried  on  at  this  Post. 

Such  a  systera  has  been  entered  into,  as  ensures  Articles  of  trade  to  the 

Officers  at  cost-s  and  charges,  whereas  the  common  Soldier  is  obliged 

to  purchase  his  necessaries  of  lii'e  at  an  unreasonable  price.     Messrs. 

k  Kenzie  and  Forsyth^  have,   by  a  Garrison  Order,  been  declared  Sutlers  to 

this  Garrison,    (the  latter,   at  least,   a  British  subject,   the  former  a  veiy 

suspicious  character,  and  both  Indian  traders,   violating  in  common  vriLth 

their  bretheren  the  Lav/s  of  the  Country, )  v;ho,   together  vfith  the  Officers, 

pursue  the  Systera  I  have  just  stated.     Against  'such  a  Systera  I  opennly 

expressed  an  opinion;   for  this,  as  I  cannot  conceive  any  other  real  cause, 

I  have  not  only  been  threatenea  by  Lt,  L,  T.  Helm,  who  is  son-in-law  to  Ivir^ 

Kenzie,   in  the  presence  of  his  Father-in-law  and  others,   but  from  him 

have  been  handed  a  challenge  by  Mr.  Kenzie  hiiiiself .     From  having  soirie 

knowledge  of  Mr.  Kengie's  sinister  character,   and  knowing  too  the  undue  ascendancy 

he  has  over  Lt.  Helm,   I  cannot  but  consider  my  present  Sitxiation  as  reaj-ly 

unpleasant  at  least;   as  v;ell  as  that  of  any  other  person  who  may  not  come, 

either  from  interest,  or  fear,   into  the  imjust  system  of  oppression  I  have 

mentioned. 

If  this  system  of  injustice,  togehter  vd.th  the  means  to  enforce  it, 
were  carried  on  openly,  I  could  be  the  more  guarded;  but  as  I  have  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  most  underhanded  measures  are  pursuing,  I  deem  it  the 
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more  dangerous  to  its  opponenets  as  it  is  the  rcore  clanaestine. 

I  an  othen'ii'ise  satisfied  v.^th  my  present  situation;   yex,  I  cannot  but 
consider  that  Ajncrican  Officor's  situation  most  object  and  mercenary  indeed, 
■who  cannot,  v/ithout  danger  to  hirrseli",   oppose,  by  opinion  at  least,   such 
measures  as  equziously[?  ]  oppress  the  corrarcon  Soldier  —  measures  v;hich  the 
least  reamins  of  common  justice  ivould  revolt  at. 

Such,  honorable  Sir,  are  the  reasons,  which  necessiate  me  to  call  for 
an  alteraiicn  in  my  situation  at  present,  which  I  hope  viill,   if  practicable, 
be  granted. 

I  covild  represent  conduct  of  LIr.  Kengie's  no  less  aeserving  of 
count-enance  than  that  I  have  already  touched  upon,   but  it  would  be  rather 
foreign  to  the  intent  of  the  present  communication,  though  equally  as  un- 
becoming to  a  man  who  is  receiving  favours  from  Government,   as  it  is  to 
be  filtching  at  the  same  tim.e   (I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  through  its  Officers) 
its  soldiers  of  their  hard-earned  mites  — 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect.  Permit  me  to  subscribe  myself 
Your  most  Obd;^.  servt, 

Isaac  V.  Van  5foElj^2Sr  ^^^'-W^ 
S.  Mate 
The  hon.  Wyj^  Eustis 
Secty,  q£  War 
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No.  23. 

Vincenes  June  1st  1812 
Sir 

I  heve  had  the  honour  to  receive  a  cowmision  as  first  Lieutanant 
in  a  Company  of  rangers  In  the  service  of  the  United  States,  I 
cheerfully  accept  the  appointment  &  wi  II  indeavour  to  deserve  it 
I  remain  sir  with  due  respect  your  obt  Humble  Servt 

Jos,  Brown 
Honble  Wm.  Eustls 


2,,^^—, 


.^:..  1300  (U^^       6  /     ^^^ 

Ho.  222-15. 

Recruiting  Rendezvous 

Chillicothe  1st  June  I8l2 
3jj^  ■    •■'     •"■---'  •••   "■■  ■■     •  ;  ,•:,;;    t'^ 

In  behalf  of  the  Contractor  to  my  recruiting  party  at  this  place   (John 
iviartin  iilsqr.)  who  has  been  contasactor    for  three  Months,  ^  furnished  good 
h  holesome  provisions,  cc  those  iisry  punctually,    is  pleaced  in  a  very  uis- 
agreeable  Situation,   has  taken  the  Gontraco  under  lir.  V.nite  at  Abingdon 
Virga,   has  fonmraed  his  Abstracx-s  regularly,   for  three  LIo.  &  had  never 
reced.   iron  :.lr.   White  one  cent  of  money,   nor  one  Senoence  from  him  on  the 
subjedt  of  furnishing  troops,   iir.   Liartin's  situax-ion  is  a  very  unpleasant 
one  as  he  has  not  cash  to  advance  for  provisions,   ii"  his  situation  can  be 
bettered  it  vd-ll  be  a  consiaerable  releaf  to  him,   and  to  the   troops  here, 
I  cannot  account  for  lir  White  not  atoending  to  h±iji,  he  has  never  ackao^iledged 
the  receipt  of  tne  provision  Abstracts  —  ^ou  v;ill  please  >^ir^   inform 
me  .vhat  sliould  be  done  as  soon  as  possable. 

Verry  respectfully  your  Mot.  Obt,  Humble  Servt. 

Saml.  Kercheval 
Lieut  7  th  Jnfty.  Commandirig 


\Vm  Eustis  Esqr 
Secretary  of  V/ar 
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Vinceruies  the  1st  Jime  I8l2 
Sir 

I  had  the  honour  to  recieve  the  Conndssion  of  Second  Lieutenant  in  a 
Company  of  rancers  in  the  seririca  of  the  United  States,  I  accept  the 
appointment  ana  v/ill  Exert  myself  to  discharge  the  dut-ies  with  propriety 
an  Respectfully  your  Obedient  Humbl.  Servt 

Samuel  Li "O tie 
Honble.  Y/illiam  Eustis 
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No.  i;91> 

Indian  Office  1  June  1&12 

Havinfi  more  than  exliausted  the  monies  (v27,000)  received  from  tno 
IVar  Department  for  Indian  annuities  by  purchases,  or  transfers  of  Goods 
from  the  Indian  trade  lUhd,  as  occasion  and  the  present  scarcity  of  some 
of  the  articles  necessary  required  —  I  have  the  honour  to  request  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  a  further  s\am  on  account  of  annuities  to 
te  paid  over  to  me  —  of  from  tan  to  fifteen  thousand  Dollars  — 

Beside  the  annuities  for  l8l I8II  to  the  great  and  little  osage 

nation  paid  as  ordered  by  you  at  t-he  factory  at  Fort  Osage  including 
charge  of  transportation  of  3ii80.  I  have  thie  spring  packed  and  forvra.rded 
from  this  office  goods  as  near  as  may  be  conformably  with  -che  lists  from 
John  Jolinson  sent  me  by  you  — 

To  Benjamin  Franklin  Stickney  at  Fort  Wayne  for  the  annuities  of  the 

Miamies 
Eel  Rivers 

Delewares  and  that  part  of  the  Puttawatimies 
payable  there. 
To  John  Johnston  Fiqua  ToTwn  for  the  Shav/anoese  ^   for  the  presents  for  the 

same. 
By  the  lists  from  Gov.  Hull  confirmed  by  you  while  he  v/as  here  lately  & 
to  him  at  Detroit 
For  the  Ottawas 

Chippev/as 

Y/yandots  <&:  others  by  treaty  of  Fort  Industry  — 
that  part  of  the  Puttawatimies  payable  the  e  — 
and  Indian  presents  disuributable  by  him  — 
For  the  Wyandots  deliverable  at  Sandusky  according  to  the  list  of 

Samuel  Tupper  of  21  Feby  last  coiiliriTied  by  you. 
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In  virtue  of  the  letter  of  J  Ntiity  to  you  of  13th  Deer,   last  sent  me  -- 
To  him   oo  the  care  of  the  Inaian  i-'actor  at  Chickasav;   Blxiffs  —  unaer  the 
agreement  of  179i4  at  Philadelphia  to  amount  of  ;1^3U00. 

The  Cherumbbe  mingo    (chief)  to  whom  an  annuity  of  CiilOO.   during  his 
life  was  granted  is   said  to   be  dead  —  thus  this   has  not  been  sent  — 
To  Governor  Harrison  —  Vincennes  for  tlie  ./eas  amount  of         A.p  <n 

for  the  Piankeshaws  *  999.96 

for  the  Kickapoos  "  '    991;.  93 

To  Gisnremor  Edv/ards  —  Kaskaskia 

for  the  Kaskis_^ias  to  the 
amount  of  ^600, 

To  Genl  Clarke  —  Saint  Louis 

for  the  ^acs  to  the  amo.  of  O^UO. 

for  the  Foxes  $iiOO, 

And  we  have  pakked  and  ready  to  send  off  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Indian  agent  at  Chicago 

for  that  part  of  the  Puttawatimies 
payable  there  — 
to  be  forv^arded  to  Erastus  Grainger  at  Euifaloe  for  the 

siijc  nations  to  am.  of  $1^60. 

and  Onondagos  600. 

As  we  had  no  lists  from  Governor  Harrison  —  Gov.  EdvYards  —  Genl.  Clarke — 
the  Indian  agent  at  Chicago  or  Ivlr.   Grainger  for  the   Indians  imder  their 
charge  respective^-y  —  v/ith  the  assistance  of  LIr.   John  Jojtmston  at  Port 
lYayne  who  I  retained  here  a  few  weeks  by  your  permission  at  the  cost  of 
his  expences  —  I  had  as  you  requested  the  article  for  those  Indians 
selected  and  packed  as  nearly  as  possible  such  as  were  foimd  to  have 
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"been  usuall^r  xurnished  them  iiok  the  Invoices  of  I'x,  George  Ingles  for 
f.-.e  years  1810-1811  and  by  the   juctgerr.ent  of  l\ir«    Johnston;  ivith  Lir* 
Grainger  vrho  v/as  then  here    (but  v/hom  I  never  savr)  he  tola  Eie  he  conversed 
and  put  up  according  to  his  v/iches  for  the   six  nations   and  the  Onondagoes 
rx>th  as  to  ^oiint  and  quality  — 

I  have  nov/  no  papers  relative  to  Indian  annuities  from  you  unacted 
on,   other —  than  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  Silas  Dansmoor  dated 
Chaktav;  agency  11th.  Sept.   I8II  in  v;hich  he  has  given  a  list  of  goods  for 
annuities  to  Chaktav/s  for  $Uh^O,   and  amount  in  Cash  of  ;;;li;00. 

and  an  original  paper  signed  Eenjaiain  Ha'okins  and  headed  (estimate 
of  s-i^ipend  for  the   Greeks  Sc  Creek  Che  if  s  for  the  year  1812" 

as  this  paper  is  an  original  and  relates  to  rendttances  in  money  to 
the  t^ole  amount  except  a  few  Tons  of  -^ron  and  nails  —  having  taken  a 
cajpy  of  it  —  I  thought  it  proper  to  return  it  to  you,   and  accordingly 
now  do  so  —  as  the  papers  just  mentioned  from  Mr.  Dinsmoore  and  i.!jr. 
KaviTkins  vrere  sent  unaccompanied  by  any  instructions  from  you  —  be  pleased 
Sir  to  let  me  have  your  orders  as  to  the  goods  described  in  them  —  if 
they  shall  be  sent  as  stated  in  each  —  to  v.hom  and  to  v/hat  place  —  v/ith 

the  money  part  I  presume  I  have  nothing  to  do  —  If  however  I  can  be 
in  any  v;ay  usefull  to  you  in  your  arrangements  on  that  part  of  the 
subject  I  pray  you  to  command  my  services  — 

By  the  Lavv  of  the   last  session  of  Congress  it  is  provided  —  "that 
the  Goods  requisite  for  annuities  to  the  Indian  nations  wiiihin  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof  and  for  treaties  wi-oh  them  and  for 
presents  to  be  made  them  at  the  seat  of  Goverimient,   or  elsev:here  shall 
henceforward  be  purchased  and  transmitted  to  the  proper  posts  and  places 
by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  Trade  upon  orders  from  the  Department 
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of  Y.'ar,   and  the  accoimts  therefor  shall  be  rendered  to  the  Y;'ar 
Department." 

I  am  desirous  of  making  up  my  accounts  to  the  end  of  the  quarter 
that  v.'ill  terr.'iinate  vdth  this  nionth  and  ox  iiandering  them  imjmediately 
thereafter.     I  have  to   beg  Sir  that  you  v;ill  be  pleased  to   cause  such 
foriiiS  to  be  furnished  me  as  may  be  foimd  proper  on  the  occasion  —  and 
"00  instruct  me  I'.iiether  the  vmole  supplies  furnished  from  the  office  are 
to  be  inc-Luded  in  one  sett  of  accounts  —  or  whether  the  goods  for 
presents  —  and  for  treaties  are  to  be  accounted  for  seperately 
from  those  for  annuities  —  and  if  of  each  description  seperate  from 
the  ox,her  — 

Vifith  very  great  Respect  I  have  thie  honour  to  be  Sir  your  most  obt, 
Servt. 

J»  Mason  Supt.   In,  [John  Mason] 

The  Konbl 
William  Eustis 
Secretary  of  v;ar 
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V.c,  130. 

ElviraciG 

!^andolph  Cprjity 

I'llinoiG  Tei-ritory 

■^'■one  2.   1812 
Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  transinit  hercY/ith  a  talk  v;hich  I  sent  a  Te-;; 
days  paat  to  the  i^ickapoos.     ^o  nucn  der^enas  on  the  proper  i:.ana;;;er.;enu  of 
these  Indians  and  tneir  conficerates  on  the  Illinois  that  I  Knov/  it  to  be 
botn  an  einbarrassinc  and  critical  business  and  therefore  i  feel  desirous 
to  ,lf,9'  exliibi-G  to  you  not/  only     hat  I  h5.ve  done  but  the  r.anner  of  doi:-i7  it  — 

I  sho  j-d  not  have  r.ade  the  aernand^   but,  thauit  apTDeered  so  evidently 
to  be   invited  by  the  cniefs     their  silence  might  have  been  mistaken  \tj 
them  for  an  al^ndonmen-o  of  any  requisition  for  satisfaction.     The  v:hole 
of  their  prefessions  may  hov/ever  be  disi{;ned  to  lull  us  into  a  false 
security,  vrriilst  they  are  concentraoin^  their  forces  ana  preparing  for 
hostilities. 

If  they  do  not  surrenaer  the  rj-::rdorers  I  am  convinced  they  vd.ll  4=^ 
irrjiediateiy  comj-nence  war.      If  they  sho  id  comply  v;ioh  my  demana,    iu  -.vill 
rialce  an  everlasting  breach  betv.een  them  "^  tne  Prophets  party  and  confirn 
them  in  a  pacific  disposition  tov.-ards  us  — 

If  the  Illinois  indiajis   sh.o'ald  become  hostile,   tney  will  overr".tn  this 
territory  —  they  are  able  to  do  so  —  for  our  population  is  very  riUch 
dispersed  3:  can  not  be  dravm  out  to  sny  one  point  of  dan2:cr  —  and  in  an 
[ille:.:ible]  v/hich  i  caused  to  be  m.ade  soir.e  tim.e   since   there  were  only 
about  tv;o  thousand  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  of  tv/enry  Q-aa  in   che 
whole  territory  anu  since  that  tii.e   the  population  is  considerably 
diminished. 
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Great  alrinr.  exists   in  the  Ohio  set':.lur.ents   in  consequence  of  an 
e:j:traordinary  asser.bla::e  of  the  Southern  inciians  on  t::e  opr>ositG  side  of 
that  river,      i  have  heard  irany  25arti.;uj.ars  abouG  thoce   Indians  -  have 
reed  soi.-e  expresses   fron  that  quarter  —  but  the  account^  have  heard 
are  not  sufficiently  authenticated  to  bo  depended  on,      I  have   sent  out 
sone  spies  to  ir.ake  discoveries  and  shall  probabl^r  be  able  by  the  next 
Dail  X.O  transmit  correct  iiiforriation  on  the  subject  — 

Our  dan^rer  aoes  not  seein  to  be   in  the  least  diminished  —  and 
as  3^et  no  cor.pany  of  any  kind  has   arrived,  here  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Ver^r  respectfu-lly  Sir  yr  L'o  Cbd  Servb 

Ninian  Ed.'.'ards 
The  I-Ionble 
".Tillian  lilustis 
".7ar  Dept, 
Vfashington  Cit3'- 


[Ed.     Here  follows  the  r.essa^'e  to  tne  i^ickapoos.j 
To  the  Chiefs  6  IVarriors  of  the  Kickapoos 
'/.y  Children 

Yfnen  I  savj-  you  and  the  Putovra.torJ.eG  Ghippa-vras  ano  Cttcvras  at  3aholcia, 
^  heard  yo^or     talk  which  was  ^ade  by  the  great  Goeo  for  you  ail,   -  v;as 
well  pleased, 

I  hoped  that  the  Tomohock  woula  rei'.ain  buried  ana  that  we  shcvild 
continue  to  light  the  Pipe  of  Peace 
ily  Children 

You  spoke  sensibly  at  Gaholcia.  -^ou  secr.ed  to  Imow  that  yo;.  had 
nothing  to  gain,  and  much  to  loose  by  .^"oijiing  the  British  in  the  v;ar 
against  us,  . 
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~  thGU.;ht  yor   spoke  7,i.th  clean  'ler^i-ts  end  I  3r,oked  v;it'i  7/o"j  to   shev; 
you  that  I  v;ished  to  take  you  tc  riiy  heart  as  a   ~ood  -^"'ather  does  hr'.s 
dv.tif-al  ch'ldren. 
'/.J  Children 

For  throi-  years  part  1  have  been  ;vo"or  I''ather  —  '^oii  have  had  no 
cause  of  ccnpl'vlnt  af;ainst  me  —  I  never  va'cn^f^ed  one  o"  you  —  I  never 
v.'ancGd  to  bu;^  your  lands  —  nor  do   I  nov;  vo.sh  it  —  and  nobody  else 
in  this  Territory  has  a  right  to  bm-. therefore  you  need  have  no  fear  on 
this  account  — 
:Iy  Children 

It  is  rny  v:ish  that  the  red  People  should  keep  t::eir  lands  and  pursue 
their  ';ar;:e  in  peace  to  supply  their  v;ants  and  provide  for  t/.eir  Y;o:en  and 
children 

If  any  body  does  then  any  hara  it  is  a^^-ainst  vrj  -.vill.     Ana  vj-hv'::never 
I  can  find  ouu  any  such  offendsrs  they  shall  be  punished  for  such  offences, 
just  as  \/e  v;o-.-:-ld  punish  the  red  people  if  they>>'  ",vere  to  do  the  soi-.e  thing 
I'.j  Children 

I  nov;  wish  to  speak  a  fev/  v/ords  that  your  V/arrioes  and  younp  ven, 
who  v^ere  not  at  the  council  at  Cahokia  3::ay  hear  them. 

'"'e  are  about  to  en,ga,c;e   i.n  a  war  with  the   British,   I  v/ish  you  to 
observe  how  different  our  c  nd'act  is  iron  theirs  —  .Ve  vrish  :'^ou  to 
reir.ain  still  and  not  to  take  any  part  Ln  the  v;ar. 

"I7e   do  not  v. ant  your  aid  because  v/e  laio;«  we  can  whip  then  vrLthout 
it  —  They  vrant  you  to   fight  their  batoies  and  ^Mi'l^(J'Pjr  care  not  w/.at 
boco  es  of  you  aftenvards  — 
I'y  Childi'en 

■^cu  iaicw  we  fought  the  J-ritish  v/iier;;--  I'^e  were  as  li"&bic  children,  V.'a 
fchen  conquered  then  ana  tool:  all  the  United  Stat,es  av/ay  fron  then,   anci  if 
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we  ficht  thpr.  a:;;ain  rre  shill   conqrisr  then,  talce  the  Canadas  av.'a?/  irorf- 
trcni,   and  drive  thero  out  of  i'u":.erica  — 

Xou  v:ill  tb.?n  have  nobody  60  -orotect  yoii.      If  you  offey/pijo^^-a:  c^eat 
Fai'/ner  the   PreGio.ent  of  the    C,  Stauco,   by  joining  in  the  v;ar  a,Q:ain3t  us, 
and  you  vrlll  not  jjet  peace  as   soon  a.tj  you  v/ill  want  it 
I'j  Children 

The  l^.i.tish  T/ould  ;.ovj-  load  you  uith  presents,    if  you  v/ould  enf^-a,^e 
in   ohe  v;-ar,    bat  tr.ose  presents  would  cost  you  very  dear,    and  last  you 
but  a  little  wliile   — 

The  i:iri-:,iGh  v/ould  also  pronise  you  a.  ^^reat  deal  —  "' ut  there  are 
sor-,e  of  you,  olu  enougn  to  kn':\\'  that  they  vri.ll  deceive  you  —  I'ou  con 
rer.eriibcr  that  they  got  you  to  enga;^e  in  the  last  v;ar  and  prcriseo.  to 
stand  by  you  —  but  that  ftihen   deceived  you,   and  left  you  to  shift  for 
yourselves,   and  they  will  again  rr.ake  fools  01   you  if  they  can 

If  they  vrere  yo'or  friends  they  would  advise  you  as   -  do  —  to  lie 
still  and  take  no  part  in  the  vrar    -They  tell  you  th^t  they  are  able   to 
conquer  us,   you  can  nor   -jlieve  then,     Zor  if  they  though  so,    they  v.'cuid 
not  be  so  aiixicus  to  get  you  to  help  theia 
hy  '^liildren 

i  will  again  tell  you  plaintly  Y^hat  will  be  the   consequence,   djl"  you 
loin  in  the  war  against  us.     '.''e  shall  ta::e  the  Canadas,    ana  preveno 
any  British  traders  or  English  goods  fror;.  going  ariong  you 

I'lfe  shall  vrithdrav;  all  our  ovm  traders  —  ^ou  will  thenj'^  have  nobody 
to  supply  you -with  blanketts,    [illeg,   strouds?],   a;, nunition  or  obher 
tilings  —  We  shall  also   take  3'"cur  coujitr;.'  and  build  Garrssons   to  r-ai::tain 
it.     And  v;e  muct  carry  on  a  severe  v;ar  ar:ainst  you  —  IJlTat  v.'ill  you  -chen 
do  —  Vfnen  you  have  no  trade,   .^nd  car.   himi'.  no  where  in  safety 
i.'y  Children 

Some  of  yor.r  young  r..en  are  foolis".:  aiid  will  not  believe  these  t.:j.ngs  — 


QOirJ 


IMt  :-a:r-  of  vo-'!  Torave  Chiefs,   aiic'i  olc. '.Tai-riorsy  ha-. e  sense  cnoirjh  to 
loicv  tViat  the?/ vrlD-l  cono  to  pass  —  Sone  oi"  :■,  on  have^  travellcc!.  throu  h 
your  .-reat  fathers   donixir'-ons;   you  have  seen  his   ^rcat  tovms  and  cioies 
and  you  loiov;  r.e  can  spare  one  hr.ndrcd  ;:ien  v;hen  the  v/hole  or  tlic  i-od 
people   t,o;;cther  can  spare  one  —  Ijid  he  has   ;-rct  nimbors  of  I'eatuclcians 
v/ho  can  live   in  -ohc  v/oods  as  v.-ell  and  fi^'ht  as  v;cll  as  an^r  Indians 

I  tell  you  these  thinf';s  becai'se  I  a:.i  yoii.r  friend  and  do  not  v/ish 
you  t"   brinf!  such  evils  u;oon  vo'^'stjIvcs  .";.  yr,  helpless  ■.-.'onen    ■■-  Children  — 
If  you  vrill  not  nov;  listen  to  nj  words  —  You  v;ill  one  ds.y  or  other  be 
sor:-^'"  for  it. 

You  nay  do  us  sor.ie  injury,  brt  you  v^ill  brim 2;  total  ruin  tipon 
yourselves  — 
"  y  Children 

The  British  have  hired  the  Shavrnee  Prophet  to  tell  you  lies,   td 
jjxduce  3''ou  to  raise  the  Tonohcck  a'jainst  your  whiuc  brethren  —  btfore 
ho  be^'^an  to  vrork  iTith  a  bad  heart  you  v.'ere  all  happy  —  but  he  has  distracted 
one  red  skins  ana  tneir  ha^-'piness  is  ^one 

Tl^ose  T.ViO  ^iJLJf^f  listened  to  nir.:  have  ^^ained  no  thin^is  bu.t  niscrj'  — 
i'anv  were  vrauji.o.ed  at  Tippicanoe  and  others  lost  their  lives,   and  left 
their  friends  to  mourn  over  their  folly 
I.'y  Children 

I  ara  satisfied  ir-anj'-  of  you  had  'ooo  nuch  sense    00  listen  to   all  the 
Prophets  lies  ana  nate  hi:;:  in  your  hearts  bec^.use  he  deceived  yoiir  friends, 
and  has  brouf^ht  trouble  upon  ^'ou  all, 

Put  so:ie  of  your  young  nen  have  listened  to  hiri  and  ouher  bad  birds- 
that  have  been  flying  amon^  you  ana  they  have  done  us  injuries  whr'.ch  v;e 
cannot  for;p.ve 
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» 

1'ir  Ghiidren 

^on  IriiO'.T  hov;  rvch  the  r'rcphet  prorlsed  those  he  rarle  foolc;  oT  last 
:"co.r  —  and  ^--ou  l-a'.ov;  he  v;as   deieate  I  -./ic.li  preat  loss  —  If  I  had  told 
you  these  th.rat'is  before  he  aaa  "...anv  oi'  vou  ■vvoi.ild  not  have  believed  r.e 
I  novr  toll  you  that  the   reason  v/hy  .le  and  his  p^a-ty  have  not  been 
desoroyed  is,/  that  your  Great  father  v.'ished  for  peace  and  did  not  Virish  to 
des-oroy  the  red  skins  if  iie  could  avoid  it 

rut  you  Yidll  see  that  the  Prophet  ivilH.  be  defeated  a,'"-';a:'ri  vn.th 
greater  desorLiction  than  before  —  I  e::pect  you  will  hear  of  an  arra^r  at 
.  ichj  ,^;aji,   and  about  Chica~-o  very  s'^ortly  —  These  vfill  prevent  his  retreat^ 
V/hile  an  amy  from  Vincennes  and  from  this  quarter  v/ill  procably  attack 
then",  on  the  Vfabash,     And  other  troo";:s  inay  fo  up  the  Missisippi  who 
can  cut  o...'f  the  '.7inneba2;oeSj    and  others  who  s^ay  retreat  there  —  I  ::i.ve 
you  my  opinion  that  unless  the  Prophet  nakes  peace  ver;;,'-  soon  a^  those 
thinrjs  V7ill  happen. 

You  Tiust  know  that  if  it  v.'ere  possiole  for  Ibim  to   defeat  one  arrr.y, 
your  Great  father  couid  soon  have  another  ten  times  as  strong:  to  oppose 
to  him 
hy  Ghiidren 

Now  listen  to  my  advice.      If  you  will  not  believe  the  thinc;s  I    uell 
you  —  I  advise  you  to  wait  to   see  if   uhey  will  happen.     Do  not  .join 
either  the  British  or  the  ^havrnee  Prophet  tmtil  you  see  what  success  they 
have,  let  them.  tr\'  the  war  thsm.selves  first  before  you  run  any  risque 
and  you  will  then  oe  convinced  that  what  I  say  is  true  and  jov.  will  then 
be  safe 
Iiy  Children 

'Ue   do  not  v/lsh  to  go  to  war  with  ^'■ou  out  we  are  m^en  and  cannot  consent 
that  our  land  shall  be  stained  wiLh  tne  blood  of  our  irjiocent   ore  thaler,  without 
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revcn^re  —  Peace  upon  such  •&cr;:^  v;oula  be  worse  .than  vrar 
^'y  Chii'-a-en 

Sone  of  yoiir  yoim-j;  ren  lateiy  kill.eci  a  iani5.1y  on  the  rissisippi,   by 
your  Treaty  yci;  are   boiuia  to  ueiiver  up  all  such  ciV  endcrs  —  and  I  novr 
der.and   ohosc  inurdcrcoro  of  yoi;  —  "^  vo.ll  i-occive  the:.,  at  Cahokia  aiid  I 
v.'ill  pay  the  e:nense  of  deliverin.<;  thor'  there 
'■y  Children 

You  say  you  wish  for  neace  if  so  you  nust  coir.ply  viith  your  treaty  — 
?he   Indians  at  Vincennes  told  C-ovcrnor  Earrison  that  they  wished  for 
peace,   and  they  soon  after.vards  %vent  to  nurdoring  ; 

You  mist  therefore   comply  v/ith  your  treaty  or  I  cannot  believe  yo"a 
sincere 
I'y  Children 

All  I  ask  is  that  you  shall  do  jus-oice,    if  you  Avill  do  this   I  shall 
1-mov/  that  you  are  friends,   ana  peace  v.all  then  <rladden  the  heart  of  your 
great  father,    ana  the  hearts  of  all  your  white  brethren  for  v;e  have  no 
wish  to  injure  any  of  you 
I.^y  Children 

I  have  tried  to  find  ouz  those  who  fired  on  ycu,f  and  have  fo'-ina  out 
one  ivian  who  will  be  punished  as  a  red  skin  v.'oula  be  for  the   same  offenoe 

I  22-ve  you  your  young  laen  v/ho  haa  been  taken  prisoners,   and  you 
oujht  to  be  convinced  that  T  will  do  you  justice  v.'hich  is  all  I  ask  of 

Y.J  Children 

You  had  better  send  for  all  your  young  r.r.en  who  are  vriuh  the  Prophet, 
and  let  them  hear  Ky  vrords  ^'•ou  must  tr;,''  to  govern  your  j^oui'ig  laen,   otherwise 
all  may  suffer  for  the  bad  conduct  of  a  few  which  -^  do  not  wish 
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I  y  GV;il(lrcn 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you  ver^/  soon  because  I  wish  to  know  whether 
I  airi  to   co-'isicicr  you  xrienas  or  foec 

l'Mn;Ian  Edz/ard;-; 


C^^^^    ^  y^y^ 


Day-ton  June  2d  l8l2 
Sir 

Doctr  Abraham  Edwards  v/ho  has  been  a  pointed  a  Captain  in  the  Arriy 
of  25000  —  I  have  appointed  Surgeon  in  the  Army  of  Ohio  —  Ke   is  nov:  on 
Duty  viith  the  Army.     I  hope  he  may  be  perraitted  for  the  present  to 
continue  in  it  —  as  he  v/ill  in  that  situation  render  the  U  S     more 
service  than  in  recruiting  — 

respectfully  yr.  Cbt  St 

R  Z§iiB  Meigs 
Gov  Ohio 
Hon  V/m.  Eustis 
Secy  at  War 


N   \ 
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Picqua  June  2d,   l612     ' 
Honorable  V/illiam  Eustis  Secretary  at  V/ar. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  inrormation  from  Colo  ITilliaia  ilusaell  of  tiie   7th 
Regiment,   that  it   is  probable  7/e  sho'.ild  be  marched  to   the  Indiana 
Territory,   to   Join  the   rangers  and  other  Comps  —  His  Excellency  Governor 
Meigs  Ordered  us  first  to  Lorimies,  and  agreeably  to  that  order,  ana  the 
Law  for  raising  those  '-'ompanies  we  have  Llade  a  Contract  to  be  supplied 
at  a  Certain  StipulaT/ed  price  —  and  if  v/e  Yj'ere  to  march  to  any  of  the 
Territorys  I  cannot  know  of  any  way  that  7;e  Could  furnish,   Gursleves 
Y^ith  provisions  V/i^hout  being  verry  much  to  the  Jisaavantage  of  our 
Company  imless  we  should  be  allowed  for  the  transportation  —  (ic  ho  <S:C 

I  ajTi  very  willing  to  obay  'any  order  that  shall  be  given  —  and  of 
Choise  would  Y/ish  to  go  into  —  that  pa2?t  of  the  Contrey  if  men  Could 
be  furnished  —  at  a  fair  price  —  Amj''  Communication  you  may  thinlc  proper 
to  bena  on  this  Subject  you  vri.ll  Direct  to  Washington  Picqua 

I  Am  Sir  Yours  Respectfully 

Vifm  Perry  Capt, 
2d  Company  U.S/  R 
Honorable  William  Eustis 
Secretary  at  War 
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No.   676. 
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Htlo.  V/illiara  Eustis 

Secretary  of  tiie  U.  States  War  Department  — 

Sir, 

The  Acting-Governor  and  Superintenaan-o  of  Indian  Affairs  of  this 
Tem^orj'-  being  engaged  in  tne  execut-ion  of  measures  for  the   defence  of 
the  country,  has  directed  me  to  transmiii  the  enclosed  documents,    being  my 
original  report  iio  him:     As  respecos  the  expences  atoending  the  Council, 
they  vrere  paid  on  my  private  funds,   I  therefore  flatter  myself  they  v/ill 
immediately  be  reimbursed. 

I  av/ail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  state  that  since  tne  first  day 
of  Septemoer  I806,   I  have  occasionally  rendered  my  services  as  Secretary 
to  tno  Inaian  Department,   and  that  on  the  16th,   Deer.   I809  I  was  cnarged 
by  Governor  Hvill  and  have  ever  since  been  charged  with  the  details  of  the 
execu-oion  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
coiorse  vrLth  the  Indian  tribes,   and     to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers," 
and  have  received  no   compensation  therefor,   ana  if  required  I  can  exhibit 
certificates  from  Governor  Hu±l  ana  the  acting-Governor  to  this  effect; 
I  presume  sir,   to  claim  at  your  hands  a  reasonable  compensation  lor  these 
services  and  have  txie  honour  to  saiute  you  with  respect. 

■   y.o.H.s., 


Jos:  ViTatson 


indian  Department  T.  M. 
Detroit  2d.   June  ltil2, 
[To  Eustis] 
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Ko.   252, 

StauntoHj  3d.  June  1812. 
Sir 

I  arrived  vdth  the  Army,   at  this  place,    yesterday'-.     The  ^vaters  of 
the  Miami  are  novj  so  lov.-,   that  it  is  impossible  for  the   Boats  to  ascend 
v/ith  the  provisions  and  stores,    oo  Lorimier.     They  have  stopped  six 
miles  above  this,      I  have  consulted  this  morning,  with  the  commanding 
officers  01  regiments,    ana  they  are  clean-'    of  the  opinion,    tha^o  vre 
shall  arrive  ai.  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  several  aays  sooner;   by  taking 
the  rout  of  Urbanna,   than  the  one  originally  contemplaoed.     Anooher 
consideration  has   influenced  me  on  tlie  subject:      In  the  event  of  "sar 
with  England,  we  must  depend  on  the  soa"Ge  of  Ohio,  for  supplies  for  this 
Anny,   the  ruut  we  have  now  adop'&ed,    is  tiie  one  made  use  of  at  present,  for 
the  transportation  of  provisions  to  Detroit,   and  in  marching  tnro',  the 
army  will  repair  the  road.     It  is  the  safest,  nearest,   and  most  contiguous 
to  the  productive  part  of  t-he  state. 

I  have  heara  nothing  grom  A.  Porter,  Esqr.  the  Contractor,  had  I 
not  contracted  \7ith  Piatt  aiid  Go,  the  aiTrjy  v;ould  have  been  vdthout 
provisions  — 

^  am  happy  to  inform  you,   that  I  have  received     reports,   alreaoy, 
from  five  or  six  Indian#  Villages,    (since  my  speech  v^as  communicated. ) 
more  favouralaLe  "uhan  I  had  reason  to  e>qDe,ct.     The  chiefs  are  novr  0/1  their 
v;ay  to  visit  me,   and  the  Frontiers  have  already  become  tranquil)     I 
have  not  heard,   but  presume,   the  lith  Regt,  and  Hughes'   Company  have 
arrived  at  Cincinnati  —  this  unibrtujiate  delay  has  been  attended  v.^ith 
one  advantage:     The  discipline  of  Army  —  I  am  happy  as  yBt  in  my 
command  —  the  moL^t  perfect  hztrmony  prevails,   ana  'ohe  anny  is  improvi^ig 
in  discipline  — 

i  aia  very  respectfully  Your  Obt.   Servb. 

[To  Eustis]  I  ^'"•^■^  •-*■--"*■• 
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— — —  ^  .  ' 

To  his  Excel lency  James  Maaison  President  of  the  United  States 
Sir 

Permit  us  to  express  the  pleasure  we  tell  in  being  authorized  by 
a  vote  of  the  "Pittsrubgh  Blues"  (which  we  have  the  honour  to  command) 
ro  tender  their  services  through  you  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
act  authorizing  your  Excel  lency  to  accept  of  the  services  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Volunteers. 

The  Blues  are  at  this  time  composed  of  F  fty  young  men  anxious 
to  serve  their  Country  In  the  anticipated  contest,  and  we  hope, should 
your  Excel  lency  think  proper  to  employ  them,  that  they  wl  I  I  be 
unremitting  in  their  attention  &  exertions  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  our  common  Country 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  We  remain  Your  Excel lencySs 
Hurrble  Servts. 

Ja.  R,  Butler  Captn. 

[§^l4iMi^   Other  si  gnatu-es  I  I  legibl  e  wl  th 
the  exception  of  James  Irv^in  Ensign,] 
Pittsburgh  June  k,    IBI2 
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Mo.  267. 

Fort  Ivlason  June  \\\ji\  1812 
Dear  Sir 

Yoor  lex,ter  of  the  l5tri.   cai.ie   duly  to  hana,    by  the  Express,    the 
consents  of  v;hich  I  have   duly  examined.     I  feel  much  gratii'ied,    to 
fina  tnat  yo'^r  opinion  corresponas  wioh  that  of  Gapt,   -"^oone  and 
myse;^!',  v;ith  respect  to  tne  j_'uportanGe  of  tne  establishinent  of  -^'ort 
Ivlason,   and  also  the  good  effect  that  the  :r.ovei..ents  of  your  rangers 
have  had  —  v;e  are  nov/  v;e±l     onvinced;   that  iiaa  not  the  s"oeps  been  oaken 
.hat  v;ere,   by  your  Excellency,   'i^  Colo,  -^issell  i:i  the  direction  of  the 
troops  at  this  post,   3»hat  the  frontiers  on  the  Liissouri  and 
1-ississippi,  v.'ould  have  been  cut  off,   and  perhaps  St  Louis,   ana  its 
vicinitjr,   at  tnis  day  the  frontier.     Tnis  1  do  not  give  as  an  entire 
opinion  of  my  ov.oi,  but  it  is    uhe-  opinion  of  all  txie  distressed  Frontiers 
on  the  liiissouri  and  Mississippi  —  so  far  as  v/ejt  have  had  any 
conversation  with  them  —  and  ".jhat  enforces  this  opinion  r/^ore  strongly 
on  my  mind,   is  the  Language  of  the  Indians  themselves  —  some  fev;  days 
since,   I  had:  an  interview  with  two  chiefs,   one  of  the  Sacks  and  one 
of  the  Fox  nation,  Virho  observed,    uhat  the  Indians  on  the  Ivli  sissippi, 
say  that  the  soldiers  about  this  Post,   are  as  thick  as  the  trees  in  the 
woods  as  they  express  it. 

This  opinion  talven  up  by  those  savages  no  doubt,  vj-as  from  seeing 
the  different  movements  of  the  Rangers,    and  the  moving  of  this 
detacinnent,   backr.-.ards  and  forwards  on  the  Mississippi,  which  no   doubt 
induced  then  to  believe,   that  they  vrere  oifferent  detachments  moving. 
There  is  no   doubt  but  those  small  parties  of  Indians  which  our  spies 
so  frequently  struck  the  trail  of,  were  the  spies  of  some  xarge  party, 
•who  were  sent  in  advance,   to  see  what  oiir  movements  were.     laQj  have 
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no  doubt  discover' d,   "ohat  vre  are  much  on  the  al^rt,  which  has  perhaps 
changed  their  course  to  some  ot;ier  frontier. 

Thsi-e  is  another  reason  in  my  mind  of  tne  good  effect,   that  tne 
establishaient  of  this  Pojg,   and  the  i.iovements  of  the  rangers  nas  liad; 
we  find  that  the  great  intercourse  which  the  Illinois  Indians  nad 
heretofore  to   the  I.Iississippi  &  Llissouri  is  now  entirely  cuo  off  —  and 
their  course  changed  to  so:..e  other  quarter. 

It  is  vrell  knovm  t-hat  this  is  their  grand  crossing  place,    and  also 
their  great  hunting  groimd.     Some  fev/  days  since  I  received  info i-Tnat ion 
of  two  parties  of  -^^i^-^  Inaians  being  about  this  Fort,   some  small  distance, 
which  information  can  be  relied  on,     Tuis  information  has  induced  i.ie,   to 
double  my  picketts  arrouna  the  Fort,   ana  to  make  myself  as  secure  as 
possiole,   as  my  detaciiment  is   dux.  small,     I  am  confiaant  tha-D  at  this 
time  —  three  hunared  Indians  cannot  soil[?j  me  —  and  I  assure  you  Sir, 
that  I  shou±d  glory,   in  seeing  that  numosr  attack  us  at  this  time. 

I  am  sir  respectfully  your  obt.  Servt, 

Sign'd)         Joiin  Campbell 
[To  ^ov.  Hov/ardJ 
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Fort  Fayetoe 
June  Uth  1C12. 

Sir  — 

I  have  ship'd  two  thousand  stands  of  arms  to  Nm'/port  from 

their  deposit  at  this  place,   in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 

25th  iLlto.     The  ox'der  of  the  I6th  of  April  T;ill  be  executed  as 

soon  as  the  arms  &  accoutrements  are  receiv'd  from  Philadelpliia 

and  Harper's  ferry  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  liost  obedient  Servt, 

H  Johnson 
[illeg.j  A.D.  Qr.  Master 

The  Honorable 

liYilliam  Eustis  Esquire 

Secretary  of  V/ar 

Vi^ashington  City 


.d-z   (y:i:ii   1 


.^o:  ;,■..->     •:,;  lO 


:,.rr  jri'.acUGlV 


1208  ^ 

Mo,  676. 

Head  Quarters  Lexington  June  5th  l8l2  ' 
Sir 

I  had  the  honor  to  recieve  your  orders  oi'  the  Utth  Ult  in  due  tiie,  and 
bring  divisions  promptly  to  reimorce  Governor  Harrison  (if  he  required) 
v;ith  such  disposable  troops  as  might  be  under  my  controul  in  this  state, 
(at  least  vdth  one  complete  company)  I  cd-spatched  a  messenger  to  New  i^ort, 
for  clothing,  arms,  and  camp^i^  equipage. 

I  am  inibniied  by  the  Millitary  Store  Keeper  that  he  has  none  in  his 
charge,  except  a  ievf  parcels  ordered  for  particular  corps;  ana  that  if  he 
had  more,  he  could  not  deliver  them  on  my  order;  being  instructed  to  issue 
S"..ich  articles,  on  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  war  alone. 

I  have  since  received  Invoices  of  I1.8O  Suits  of  clothes,  Shiped  at 
Pittsburgh  on  the  27th,  of  last  month;  and  ihe  Ohio  being  in  good  order, 
they  may  be  daily  expected  to  arrive  at  tnis  place.  As  yet  I  have  received 
no  infonn.ition  concerning  arms;  they  are  certainly  essential  for  the  discipline 
of  the  Recruits,  and  will  be  all  important,  shoula  Govr.  Harrison  require  a 
reinforcement. 

I  have  the  honor  -to  be  with  high  respect  yr,  obt.  Sert. 

J.  Winchester  B.  Genl 
united  States  army 
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Ko.  631 «  '  •  '   • 

New  Port  Ky 
•   ^  June  6th  1812 

Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknoivlecige  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  26th 
iilto  relative  to  the  piirchase  of  fifteen  or  o^venty  tons  of  lead.  I  have 
procured  a  little  up-.vards  of  three  Sons  this  day,  which  is  all  that  I  can 
procure  at  this  pS,ce  at  present,  but  shall  vfrite  this  day  to  Louisville 
where  I  axn.   informed  there  is  plenty,  2^00  of  this  lead  I  got  at  <^8  p  wo  3: 
the  baleance  I  had  t.to  give  nine  dollars  for.  Had  I  been  authorized  about  two 
weeks  ago  I  could  have  procured  plenty  at  ^8  &  perhaps  less  as  a  Keel  boa^ 
asscended  the  river  loaded  wioh  ta..t  article. 

Should  boats  be  wanted  to  descsna  the  river  there  are  at  this  place 
four  good  flat  bottomed  and  two  good  Keel  boats  —  It  is  possible  Gapt, 
Hughes  may  take  one  of  the  flats  to  take  dov-Ti  some  Horses,  if  Ha  jr.  Morrsion 
had  not  provided  Transportation  for  them  from  Louisville,  but  if  he  has  been 
instructed  he  has  no  doubt  done  so. 

T.:e  detachment  under  Capt  Hughes  to  this  place  v;ill  leave  this  to  join 
Genl  Hull  on  Tlmrsday  the  10th  inst.  I  am  notff  preparing  to  pay.them 
ana  shall  furnish  them  with  transportation  to  Urbanna  in  Ohio.  I  shall  leave 
this  for  Head  (Quarters  on  the  9th  and  shall  continue  on  to  Detroit  vrith  the 
Troops . 

In  my  absence  my  business  vdll  be  attended  to  by.  my  Nephew  Mr.  Janes  F, 
Eubanlc/ v/ho  is  a  sober  descent  young  man  Sn  will  be  punctiial  to  any 
orders  yu  may  do  me  the,  honor  to  transmit  to  me  relative  to  public  business. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  my  Agency  and  I  shall  hold  myself  accouhiialiLe 
for  his  conduct  in  discharge  of  my  duties. 
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•  Should  it  be  necessary  for  him  to  draw  bills  on  your  department  in  my 
absence  he  mil  sign  himself  for  me,  v^rhich  shall  be  as  binding  on  me  as  il" 

dravm  by  t^Y   self 

I  am  novr  purchasing  about  Sixty  pack  Horses  for  Transportation  unoer 

Genl  Hulls  command 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  sir  yo^or  obed  servt. 

Jaraes  Taylor 
Hon  Wm,  Eustis 
Secy  of  YiTar 
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No.  632. 

Cinciiinati  Ohio 
June  12th  I8l2 
Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  inl'orm  you,  that  I  have  this  day  drav/n  on  you 
for  the  sum  of  Tv;enty  thousand  dollars  in  ::?ai'or  of  O.M.  Spencer  Cashr 
of  the  U  E  Company  on  account  of  Transportation  Camp  Equipage  &:c.  for  the  Ohio 
Troops  at  ten  days  sight,  for  "which  suin  I  am  accountable  to  the  acct.  of  the 
Department  of  VJ"ar. 

i  am  just  about  leaving  this  for  Head  Quarters,  having  just  sent  off 
the  last  supplies  to  Urbanna  except  some  that  v;ill  be  forivarded  by  about  Fifty 
pack  Horses  I  have  purchased  by  C-enl  Hulls  directions. 

I  am  fearful  the  expenditures  vd.ll  appear  great,  but  you  may  rest 
assured  that  a  strict  eye  to  o economy  shall  be  had,  as  far  as  I  aii  left  to 
judge,  and  the  same  spirit  appears  to  be  the  object  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief:  But  ti  must  be  recollected  that  to  supply  an  army  of  the  size  of  the 
one  under  Genl  Hulls  Command  <Sc  which  at  the  outset  had  not  the  smallest 
equipment  must  take  a  Considerable  sum,  and  then  to  Transport  it  a  Consiaerable 

s\im  more, 

» 

Genl.  Hull  was  compeled  to  engage  to  Transport  the  provisions  for  the 
army  (l  understand)  from. the  frontier  (phaps  from  Urbanna)  this  will 
add  enormously  to  our  Transportation  acct.  The  Contractors  spoke  of  Viranting 
a'Dout  Fifty  waggons  for  this  purpose,  when  I  left  Dayton 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  liTith  great  respect  sir  Your  obedt  Servt 

James  Taylor 
The  Hon,  lYm.  Eustis 
Secy  of  Tfar 
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No.  \x9\x,  '  '     ■ 

Daytcn  June  7th  I8l2 
Sir 

TJjds  day  tj)e  Detachment  United  States  Troops  under  xny  cormiand 
arrived  at  this  pl^-,Ee  after  a  most  fatigueing  march  owing   to  the 
incessant  rams  and  extreme  warm  Weather 

Hy  Aggregate  has  been  lessened  sir  four  by  Death  and  tv/o  by  Desertion, 
I  have  left  at  Nev;port  Gapt  N«    J,  Adams,   and  thirty  five  privates  many 
of  whom  I  expect  will  join  me  in  a  fev;  Weeks  —  Those  of  the  VJoimded 
unfit  for  duty  I  have  furloughed  to  go  to  New  -l^ngland  the  sick  nov/ 
with  me  are  twenty  five  and  the  number  daily  increase  —  I  found 
no  orders  in  the  i'ost  Office  at  this  From  the  ViTar  Departmisnt  But  have 
received  B.  G.  Hull's  orders  to  proceed  on  to  Urbana  to  join  the  Main 
Aimy  Destined  for  Detroit  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servent 

Janes  IvIiHer  Lt  Col 
5th  Inf y 
Hon,  Wm,  Eustis  Esqr, 
Secretary  of  1/Yar 
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(A  Copy)  Pioria  8th.   June  1812 

I  havo    ohe  honor  to  acq\-aint  you  that  I  arrived  here  on  tno  6th, 
Insb  and  iv-'odiaocl:,'"  sent  i'or  the  Kicicapoos,   and  also   to  acojiaint 
Gono  that  I  had  a  letter  Tor  hi::    rro;r.  yoii,     Tne./  ail  arrived  the:'e 
yesterday,   an^^  I  explained  your  lector  to  the#  Kickapoos,    tlu^o  your 
Interpreter  -ette 

i-ut  I  rind  that  t.  e   Kickapoos  are  r;uch  cnan-ed  since  1  left  this 
place  to   -Q  dcvm  to  ot.   Louis  as  you  v;ill  see  by  the  evasive  ans^rer  tliey 
nov/  send  yo-o.  'C:f  I'ette. 

Acout  a  iortnicht  a^^o  a  n'.^r.ber  of  :.:iar'ics  have   coi:e  to  this   country 
f  ror  an  Island  of  w'oods  in  praires  cor-.ioniy  called  '.Thi-Ge  or  Iynv;ood 
Inland,   uistant  fro;:,  the  old  hickapoo  tovms  23'  or  30  niles  —  they 
co;"iSiot  of  t".venty  odd  Lodres  and  ca:i  furnish  at  least  irom  120  to  1^0 
v/arriors.      ohese  '..iariies  are  o.ily  a'oout  the  half  of  t..e  whole  that  xrere 
at  the  al:ove  mentioned  Islana  —  Tne  other  half  is  gone   to  the  S. 
Prophe  o  and  will  :  ake  his  nuriber  ^-reater  and  I  sc\  oi   opinion  that  those 
I-.iconies  that  ai-e  c'one  to  the  prophet  fror,\  ^mwocd  Island  have  been 
the   Indians  vr".o  done  the  ).,ischief  on  drift  vrood  creek  and  in  the 
Vicinity  of  Vincennes.     I  a;,,  sure    chat  the  nurr.ber  of  -Indians  now 
at  the  end  of   cnis  lake  consistiar;  of  ^utov/atomies,   Kickapoos,  1-ianies 
and  Ootcways  nuso  exceed  si:<  huncred  v/arriors  ana  shoula  thev  te 
inclined  for  war,    "ohey  can  in  the  conse  of  ei^;ii-i:  or  ten  days  draw  i'roK 
Kiankakee  river,   fron  the  upper  parts  of  this  river,   fron  Fox[?j 
river,    and  fror.  Eocke  river  at  lea^t  600  v;arriors  i,,ore  whic"::  v/ould 
iralce  an  Indian  anny  of  at  least  1200  warriors,    exclusive  of  tne  prophets 
band  vmich  is  now-  considerable,   aiid  I  am  informed  that  they  are  aupr.entin; 
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dail^^   as  '-^  can  assiire  you  that  the   -^ndiais  in  this  coxm-cr^r,   and  the 
Missisippi  hav.  alnost  v/eel-ciy  int9J.±i,_:enco  i'l-oi;;  the  S..  Prophets  tovm  and 
no  doubt  but  the  prophet  has  the   savae  inteilirence  frorii  jOoL-roit  couiiory, 
rrcr.i  this  line  or  i:et  od  ox   ccavGying  intclj.i:;cnce,    the   Inaians  on 
t.ae  hisoisippi  have  news  conveyed  to  the;  i  iron  Detroit  Goimtr},'"  in 
the  space  of  1$  or  16  days. 

Gone  ii'iiorr.ed  ne    (after  I  had  e:olajjied  you  letter  to  hirr."-  that  the 
time  was  not  co;:.e   to  I'ullfil  liis  pronisu,    and  t'  at  it  was   requisit 
to  have  a  general  coimcil  with  the  whole  oi  the  Pu.towatcnies  nation^   to 
conie    bo  so:.;e  detei^mination,   i,hat  the  Inaia.ns   could  ;.ot  git  ar.-s  nor 
ax-imunition  at  the  Factory  at  Chicago  —  -o/.at  he  did  ■  ot  Icncr/r  what 
the  Indians  would  do  il  the   tracers  vrere  v.ithdravm  i'ror.  a^'ionT  the 
j-ndians  the  insurin;^  i'all  —  that  thoi-'e  must  be  a  change  among  the 
Indians^    othervvise  he  would  abandon"  them  anci  live  and  ciie  ar.iong  the  " 
whit-e  people  oi  this  place 

I  observed  to  hiru  the  nurriber  of  r.ilitia  that  had  arrived  at 
Detroit  and  the  great  numoer  ox   regulars^   on  their  -way  if  not  arrived  at 
I3etroit     That  th.e  coi'ni.iimication  bet'iYee..  the   'tero  coujiurass  vj'as   stopped. 
That  the  whole  of  Detroit  river  from  on>y.-   ena  to  the  o'oher  was  lined  with 
troops  to  stop   ohe  commmication  of  the  fnuians  to  and  from  the  o-'i  .ish 
Garrison  oi  --alden.      That  the  Inuians  could  not  expect  any  succours  i'rom 
that  quarter  iie  said  that  he  knew  all  th.at  1  told  hii!:  v/as  true  and  ti.at 
the  ..ain  ?oc  wss  at  the  E.G.    of  ---alden  and  could  not  get  across  the  river 
to  return  hoiie. 

Soi'ie  fev;  of  the   Inaians  may  have  a  little  gunpowder  yet  leftj   but 
may  suppose  if  they  are  not  supplied  shox^tly  they  •v.ill  be -much  ±.-.  .:c:.-:t 
of  that  aroicle  in  t::e  course  of  a  fev:  weeks,   as   f:ey  are  given  to 
understand  by  the  traders  fror:  I.'alcinac  that  British  ,  oods  w'ill  be 
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allov/od  to  enter  the  i^03t  o.f     akinaa  oivj.  that  all  the  Indians  vrlll 
ret  t'lcir  nececcary  supplier   for  the  eriGuirr;  season,     I'he  IndirriC  rr.cle 
dep*2ndGnGC   is  o::  those  tracers ,   as  thev     ive  the   Indians  extensive 
cr3olx,G   in  auttarji  at  vei^y  hi;];h  j-rice,   and  if  an   Indian  pajs  "  alf  c£  h.is 
credit  the  trader  will  be  sui'j/Lcientl-/  paid  for  his  pov;der    .c.    bhat  he 
nay  civo  on  credit,   as   it  is  j^cneraily  sriall  aruicles  such  as 
cut?..ar^''  and  aiiuuiition  that  is  given  out  on  credit  to   corjnence  t".".eir  hunt 
in  the  fall  or  the  year 

Gorao  is  perfectly  av/are  of  the  ccnsGoncnces  should  the   passa;  o  of 
r:oods  '-c  be  stopped  at  Chica..o  ana  t  e  r.outh  oi   this  river  —  .'uid  I.   co:': 
assure  you  that  is  the   only  olcdi  tha'l'.  can     e  adopted  shcula  the  Incians 
of  this  couiitiy  not  f"alliil  tneir  prordcc  or  be  inclined  to  be  hostile 
to  the  U.  States 

I  v/as  iniomed  yesterday  that  the  v/h.ole  body  of  Indians  ncv/  in  the   ■ 
vicinity  of  this  place  have  been  councilin,^:  for  sore  tine  past,   p^id  no 
person  cari  find  out  vriiat  they  are  about  —  I  shall  in  a  day  or  tvro   send 
a  person  up  to  the  Village    oo  pet  all  infcrration  I  can  and  shonid  it  be 
01   consequence   -  shall  transrdt  it  to  you  by  e.-rpress,    as   it  vfould  be 
needless  to  send  any  ;3erson  up  to  the  Vi?.la.Q"e  until  all  is  c\'er  o.no.  to  fi.id 
out  tneir  decision 

The  T/hole  body  of  the  Indians  are  novr  busy  planting;  their  com;,  Kit 
for  the  ivano  of  clear  land  bneir  fields  "will  be  rather  siJiall,    so  yor.  see 
b;,   this  they  are  forced  to  rerr.ain  this  season  in  tnis  part  cf  tne  eou^itry  — 
I  have  a;^;reed  vdth  ]'r.   La  Glair  to  r..ake  the  tour  you  v.dsh  hi::.  1:0  -.irJ::,    as 
he   could  not  ;;o  alone,    he   takes  his  son  vn.t:'i  hir.  and  one  of  his  ovrn  h.orses 
for  ills  son    00  ride  and  -'-  have  agreed  to   :-:ive  hin  two  dollars  per  day 
and  should  the   J-ndians  steal  .lis  horse  durin.'j;  the  tour  Govt  is   to  replace 
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hin  horne  hy  ;:i-in,'^  hir.  aiiot'yor  and  alco  "bo  bo  founa  cons  ■oroviG'.ons  • 
t  appears  that  the   Inar.ans  iiavc  scouts  ovJ?  contrLiiiiall;,'  ..or  loar 
that  the  A:..er:i.cans  sho:;.l(.:  talcc  th.e'.i  b?'-  siTprise  —  I  shal].  v/atch  the 
ir.ot^.ons  ox"  t:'xQ  Aridians,   an^l  r.rould  any  thinr  hapan  v/orti  corrxiv'.nicatin^j  I 
shall  acquaiiit  you  by  e::pres3 

I  herov;5.t!:  enclose  you  a  rou^h  scetch  ox"  the  coimtr;'"  abo;."t  i'ervvakee 
and  heaua  o.f  ?lOc1c3''  Pa.ver  frcia  v.iiich  I  hope  7/ou  can  for."   some  idea  of 
that  part  of  tl;e  country 

'    I  am  vor^/  respectful  y  Your  liicellencys  host  Cjt  and  Very  hunble  St 

Thor.as  ?orsyth(if 
To  his  Siccellency 
Govr.   Zdvards 
T'^askaskia 
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Copy  of 

An  agreer.ent.,  eirbered  intOjbetvj-een  V/illiaii  H-all,  sole  comiaissioner  for 
treating-  v.dta  any,  or  eu.1  the  Indian  ilations  resxdxri^  north-.vsst  of  the 
River  Ohio  and  the   Chi  fs  v;ho3c  names  are  hereunto  Subscribed. 

77e  the  undersigned.  Chiefs  of  the  V/yandoos,  Shawanese,   and  llingoes 
in  consideration  of  the  friendly  relation  existing  between  our 
respective  nations,   and  the  United  States,    ana  to  L.anifest  the   desire 
v/e  feel,   that  such  relations  siiouid  continue,    do  hei'eoy  consent  and 
agree,    so  far  as  our  nations  ara  interested  therein  —  that  our  great 
Father  the  President  of  the  Unioed  Staoes,   shall  be  at  Lioerty,  v/henever 
he  nay  deea  it  necessary,   to  open  a  road  in  the  nearest  and  most  coiivenient 
rout,  from  the  northern  boundary  of  Ghaiapaign  County,   on  the  Greenville 
Treaty  line,   to  the  foot  of  rhe  Rapids  of  the  Liami  of  the  a.ake,   to  be 
used  by  our*  great  father's  Children,   so  long  as  the  conduct  themselves 
peaceable . 

Provided  nevertheless,   and  it  is  iiereby  expressly  declared  by  the 
par'oies  hereunto,  thai;  no  settlements  sliall  be  made  upon  said  doad  —  and 
that  this  grant  shall  convey  no  other  right,   than  that  of  Passing  and 
repassing  —  And  provided  also,   that  the  United  Sta-oes  may  erect  Biock 
Houses  along  the  said  road,   to  afford  to  the  said  Nations,   security  and 
protection  against  their  Enemies  — 
Dated  in  Camp  near  Urbanna  this  8th  day  of  June  l8l2 
Signed  —  ^flM  Wm.  Hull. 

Tarhe,  or  Crane      [followed  by  their  marks] 

Schutuota 

Elack  Hoof 

Beatanaka 

Wolf 
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Charata 

Captn  Leais 
¥ahiata 
Witness 

IHoncan  lIcArthur 

James  Fiiidlay 

Lewis  Cass 

Jason  R  Curtis 

\'L  Re:,aiolds 

Robt.  Ariiistrong,   Interpreter  for  the  'iViandots 
James  Logan  Inoerpretcr  for  the  Shavmese 
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No«  268. 

Peorias  8th.   Jtuie  1012 

I  v;ro&e  you  tod^^y  and  have  no  "thing  bad  to  say:     7/e  v;i3h  to  do  good 
and  not  to  do  bad:     V/e  have  no   inten";;ion  to  do  bad  as  vj'e  have  done 
lieretoibre.     'jTe  "iveil  rej^ember  that  vro  proniised  each  other  at  the  treaty 
Ox  Greenville  -co   deliver  up  all  murderers.     You  ask  us,    in  your  letter 
to  do  a  thing  that  v/e  have  alreaay  done.     V.'e  sorie  fev;  years  ago  went  to 
St.   Louis   to   dej-iver  up  murderers,   a^id  lost  one  01  our  cniefs  at  that 
place.     ?Ie  v;as  IcLlled  "^aj  one  oi  your  young  men  ana  you  aia  liot  dej.iver   • 
up  tne  murderer,   or  punish  him  yourself.     You  ask  us  to   do  justice. 
You  did  not  do  us  thao  justice  you  oughu  to  have  aone.     Hov;  can  you 
suppose  that  txie  red  skiris  can  have  sense  ivhen  you,   the  Viliite  skins 
have  none,   by  not  giving  iis  satisiaction  for  tne  death  of  our  chief. 
Before  that  period  your  yo;ang  r..en  killed  another  of  our  chiefs  near  the 
Kaskaskias  lUver  v*hen  a  hunx-ing.     I  tell  you  "chese  things  to  malce  you 
acquain&ed  vath  things  that  happened  bsfore  you  came  to  this  country. 
At  another  tii..e  the  Americans  killed  a  number  of  i>liainies  near  (Jtiiiokia* 
Among  the  killed  v.'as  a  chief  of  the  ivickapoos,   and  trfi  never  thought 
hard  of  all  this   —  And  we  alvra.ys  vd.shed  ana  nov.^  Yri.sh  "Uo  live   in  peace 
v;-ith  the  Vfnite  People.     At  another  time,    at  a  place  called  ?lors£jrit[?  j, 
on  the  Llissouri  the  vd:iioe  people  Icilled  another  of  o'or  people.     V.'e  never 
complained.     At  another  time  at  St,   Gharles,    the  French  people  I-rLlled 
tovr  of  our  people.     Still  ive  remained  quiet  and  alv.'ays  lisooned  "oo  your 
aavice.      Some  of  our  young  m.en  T.'curioea  revenge,   but   the   chiefs  ai'id 
v.-arriors  ivcld  not  allow  them  to   do  mischief  hoping  you  v.'ould,   one  day 
do  us  justice.     After  all  this   had  happened,   some  of  our  yo\ing  men  killed 
so...e  of  ?yoar  people  on  or  near   w<g  ..ioscuri.     Ycu  dc».:ai'iaed   v.\c',.  -uio^  t*;c;/" 
v/'ere  given  un  to  G'";:nrcral  ''.Vilkinson   z:'^  3t  Louis  ana  v/as  hung.     One  cf  cur 
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chiefs  that  took  the  Murderelrs  to  St  Louis  got  in  liquor  ana  was  killed 
by  some  of  your  people.     You  h\mg  our  people  that  was  then  delivered  and 
you  did  not  dexiver  up  to  us  tne   young  man  who  killed  our  chief.     V/e  the 
chiefs  and  warriors  did  not  think  hard  at  all  of  this;   but  some  of  our 
young  men  did.     ViHiat  occasions  all  the  baa  affairs  betv/ecn  us  ana  the 
Americans,   it  is  the  army  that  v/enu  last  fall  against   oiie  bhawanoe 
Prophet.     ulDny  of  our  people  was  killed,   many  lost  friends;    I  myself 
lost  a  brooher  there,   but  for  my  part  I  aont  think  any  thing  about  the 
loss  of  my  brother:      But  the  yo\mg  men  of  our  nation  is  not  of  my 
way  a  thinking.     Listen  well  to  all  my  v:ords  —  Forget  all  that  has 
passed  since  the  battle  on  the  Wabash;    Let  the  hatchet  be  buried  deep; 
think  Ydth  us  it  is  better  to  have  peace  than  war,  ¥e  pay  atten^ion  to 
your  talk  —  /uid  I  hope  you  will  pay  attention  to  this  our  talk.     You 
vrLsh  us  to  live  in  peace,   to  mainoain  and  feed  our  women  ana  children: 
But  how  can  v/e  feed  our  women  and  children.     Tj'e   carinot  go  any  distance 
from  home   oo  hunt,  -.viohout  falling  in  vrith  your  yoxmg  men  vj-ho  are 
continually  going  and  coming  through  our  hunting  country  —  liov;  can  v/e 
hunt? 

I  hope  I  have  not  said  any  thing  but  wiiat  is  just  and  I  hope  you 
vn.ll  never  hear  that  the  Kickapoos  will  do  any  thing  in  future  that  is 
bad.     This  is  the  reason  that  I  now  ask  you  to  say  to  buiy  the  ha-;:chet, 
for  I  am  siore  that  the  Kickapoos  will  never  do  you  any  injury  for  this 
tiiiie  to  come.     YJ"e  observe  with  fear  that  the  Great  Spirit,  the  blaster  of 
all  is  not  contented  with  us.     He  sees  that  v/e  do  bad  things,   and  has  given 
signs  of  his  anger  by  making  the  Earth  tremble. 
(Signed)       Pemoratome 

Chief  Kickpoos. 
His  Excellency 

Governor  Edwards 
Kaskaskias 
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No,   269. 

CO;-y  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Forsyth  to  Governor  Hov;ard  — 

Peorias  9th  June,   1612 
I.:ay  it.  please  your  Exceilency, 

I  re'd.  Govr.  Sdir/ards's  talk  to  the  Kickapoos  making  a  demand  of 
the  murderers  of  Llr.   ONeil's  family,   but  find  them  greatly  changed 
during  my  absence.     The  Kicapoos  are  not  the  same  people.     The 
assume  a  different  tone,   to  what  tney  dia  before  I  left  this  to  go  dovm 
to  St,   Louis,   as  you  will  see  by  their  anst^r  to  Govr,   Edv/ards. 

The  VJhole  "oody  of  Indians  in  this  country  appears  to  be  \iniGed,   and 
a  few  days  a  o  a  number  of  Miamies  are  come  to   settle  among  the 
Kickepoos  of  this  coimtry.     They  consist  of  from  120  to  1^0  m.en  and 
should  suppose  that  the  whole  tody  of  Indians  now  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  place  exceeds  6OO  v/arriors,   exclusive  of  those  vrho  reside  in  the 
upper  parts  of  this  river  and  Gox  R,,   ana  should  they  be  inclined  for 
war  they  could  collect  an  army  in  10  or  12  days  of  at  least  1,200 
warriors.     They  still  have  a  little  povmer  among  them,   but  I  think  that 
in  the   coiirse  of  two  months  they  will  be  much  in  want  of  that  article, 
particularly  as  there  is  none  for  sale  at  this  place,   and  ohe  Factory  at 
Chicago  will  not  sell  anh  povj-der  or  arms  to  Indians:   But  should  the 
traders  from  Mackinac  be  able  to  enter  their  good  from  Canada,  the 
supplies  will  be  great,   particularly  in  amiiiunition. 

I  am  infonned  that  the  i^'rophet's  party  is  increasing  daily,  and  it 
is  said  that  the  Indians  in  this  coun-cry  %^M^  have  news  from  the 
Prophets  tovm  every  week,   and  it  is  transmitted  to  the  Sac  Villages  on 
the  Ivississippi  regularly,   and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Prophet  has 
regular  information  from  the  British,     Gomo  says  that  the  main  Poc   is 
still  at  the  B.  G«   of  Madden,  ana     that  he  cannot  get  across  the  river 
to  return  home,  as  the  whole  coast  is  lined  with  the  American  troops. 
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God  keep  hira  there  and  that  he  nay  never  return  from  that  Country.     On 
my  ai'rival  here,    I  wished  to  ir.ake  Gomo  acquain'&ed  that  no  Indian  cou  Id 
cross  Detroit  iV/-  to   go  to  the  British;   but  I  found  tb^t  he  knev;  as  mucli, 
if  not  more  from  that  country  than  I  did.     I  have  wrote  to  Gov  Ed/rards 
fully  on  the  subject  ox  furnishing  the  Indians  with  army  and  ar.niunation: 
for  you  may  re-iy  that  if  such  a  great  number  of  Indians  that  nov/  is  in 
this   count.rj''  caii  get  arms  and  aoimunition  sufficient,    they  co\ald  carry  on 
a  very  destructive  war  on  the  settlements  in  this  and  the  L  territ/ory. 
I  have  again  to  say  that  I  am  afraid  tnat  Govr.  Harrison  has  not  the 
proper  information  from  the  Porphet's  tovm,   as  his  party  must  be  great 
at  present.  , 

Mr.  Le  Claire  a  person  I  have  emplo^'^ed  to  make  a  -oour  to  the 
Y/innebago  Villages  vd.ll  leave  this  in  a  day  or  two  anu  perhaps  be  20  or  25 
days  in  his  jounney^     On  his  return  I  will  give  you  all  the  nevirs  tliat 
he  may  collect. 

I  remain  Your  Excellency's  most  obedt  Servt. 
Signed  Thomas  Forsyth 

His  Kxceilency 
Governor  Howard 
St,  Louis, 
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Urbanna  9th  June  I8l2. 
Sir, 

On  the  7th  inst.   the  Army  arrived  at  this  place  —  Captain  ^^anary's 
Cornpany  of  Hangers,   have  built  a  Blocic  house,  twenty  miles  for;\'-ard  on 
our  rout  to  th.  foot  of  the  Hapids  —  I  have  pushed  forward  one  hunared 
ana  fifty  men  Jto  repair  the  Aoad  —  ana  ohe  whole  army  will  iiiarch 
tomorrov/  morning, 

I  have  appointed  Genl.   James  Taylor  to  perform  the  oities  of 
Quarter  Llaster  Genl.   to  this  Army.     Lieutt.   Thomas  Jessup  of  the  7th, 
Regt.    (by  the  consent  of  Golx,   Russell)   the  Brigade  Llajor  —  -Oocbr, 
Edwards,  vmo  is  the  Surgeon  of  Coll,  Findlay's  Regt. ,   to  take  the  charge 
of  the  ^-^dical  i-'epartment  —  and  Gol, .  Robert  Y/allace,    (an  Aid  De  Gaiup 
to  Govr,  ivleigs,   —  an  additional  Aid  de  Camp  —  In  tne  Cornmana  of  a 
seperate  ik'xuy,   situated  as  this  is,   it  is  Impossible  for  one  Aid  de" 
Camp  to  perform  all  the  auties  Coll.  ViTallace,   is  a  young  Gentleman,   of 
excellent  character  and  Talents,  —  and  this  situation  for  him,  was  the 
only  request  which  Governor  Meigs  maue  —  1  know  of  no  law,   giving  iiim 
compensation,   —  but  hope  some  mode  v/ill  be  devised  for#  tne  purpose. 
The  compensation  of  Genl,  Taylor,  ana  i)octr,   Edi//ards  —  is  likewise  to  be 
determined-     I  expect  the  Uth  Regt.  va.ll  join  the  army  this  day.     It  is 
now  near  three  vireeks  since  Capt.  Hughes5  Company  left  Pittsburg,   and  I 
have  no  accouiit  of  the^r  arrival  at  Cincinnati.     I  shall  not  v/ait  a  mo..eni: 
for  them.     The  more  infonuation  I  obtain,   the  better  I  am  satisfied, 
that  the  route. I  am  now  about  to  talce,  on  every  account  is  to  be  prefered. 
It  YiTill  be  o.\ly  eight  mi^es  from  Hanary's  Blockhouse,   to  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids;  where  I  shall  establish  a  Post.     From  this  Block  ho\ise  to  the 
foot  of  the  Rapias,   is  an  Indian  Country  —  and  we  i.ave,   by  no  former 
Treaties,   any  right  of  way,   in  this  diarection  —  Yesterday  I  held  a 
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Go'oncil  vrith  ail  the  principal  Ghie-'s,  ivho  reside  in  the  Country  —  in 

the  center  of  my  encaKipment  —  tv<elve  p^iiDipal  Chiefs  v/ere  present.     Inclosed 

is  an  agreeiiient,   containing  their  consent,   that  the  Arr-iy  should  narch 

through  —  It  v;as  unanimous.     Three  Block  houses,   now  betv;een  i-ianarys 

and  the  ?ooo.  of  the  Hapids,  v/ill  establish  a  Cordon  of  x^osts  on  the  road, 

within  tv/enty  niles  of  each  otiier,     Tnis  road  approaches  the  richest 

and  noi'o  productive  part  of  tiie   staue,   of  Ohio,  for  Beef,   Pork,   flour 

(See  and  in  the  vPJQnt  of  vfar  vo.th  England  it  vdll  be  indispensioly  necessary. 

It  is  my  Calculation  to  arrived  at  Decroit  by  the  first  of  July. 

The  Spirit  ^nd  Animation,   the  regularity  and  Order and  indeed  the 

discipj-iiie  and  Llixitary  appearance  of  this  arniy  are  an  honor  lo  our 
Country.     Yesterday  a  review  took  place  —  and  v/e  were  honored  xrioh  the 
Company  of  Governor  Lleigs  ana  all   one  Indiati  Chiefs  —  Forty  Days  from 
this  ■Eime,   I  have  appointed  a  general  Indian  Council  at  Brovmstovrn.     I 
expect  Tecmaseth  and  the  other  Chiefs  from  the  ¥abash,   and  the  Dexa^vares 
from  Yifhite  River.     I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  conquer  the  Inoians  by 
Justice  and  humanity  —  If  this  cannon,  be  done,     I  am  prepared  for  the 
other  alternative. 

I  have  hardly  been  in  an  house  since  I  took  the  field,   I  yet  enjoy 
good  healAh  and  the  most  perfect  harmony  prevails  in  the  Amiy. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Your  Most  Obt  Servt 

v;  Hull 

Hon.  "iTm,  Eustis 

Secty  of  the  Dept.  of  War  — 
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IIo.  222-13. 
Sir 

In  compliance  with  yoiir  request  v/e  give  you  ohe  follovdnr;  ouoiines 
of  a  plan  for  collecting  th©  indlans  for  the  piirf^oso  of  acertaininj^  tihoir 
views  aiid  infonniiig  thorn  of  the  oojecos  of  the  Go vemneno  of  the  U:3       The 
place  raost  convenient  under  all  the  circumstances  is  Fort  V/aime,     Tne  time 
of  meeting  the  Iso  of  Augt  between  nov;  ana  then  there  is  50  days.     tCllow  1$ 
days  from  tomorrow  which  is  mail  day  as  the  average  ior  your  letters  to 
reacn  the  agents     10  'further  to  give  notice  for  the  chiefs  10  for  the  Indian^ 
councils  ^  to  prepare  to  start  ana  ten  to  sravel   uo  tne  place  of  r^eting 
ma]<ing  the  50  days       As  the  superintendant  for  Indian  affairs  has  no 
doubt  the    [illeg. ]  th     local  situation  and  the  agencies  near  the  several 
"oribes  betv/een  the  H.ssissippi  and  Ohio  vire  presume  the  information  to 
be  obtained  froii!  hiai  v-'ill  much  better-  enable  you  to  assign  to  the   different 
agents  wliat  iribes  they  shall  notify  than  any  thing  mq  coiU.a  give  you  from 
memory'.     V/ithout  taking  notice  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  nations   (for 
to  some  of  these  —  there  are  several  tribes)  they  will  noo  exceed 
12  in  nvimber  ^§^    YIe  mean  to  Enclude  such  as  under  all  the  circumstances 
CO  Id  be  collected  at  Fort  vvayne  —  alloiving  5     cheifs  and  as  many  young 
men  from  each  there  vrould  be  120,     It  is  highly  probable  1^0  or  perhaps  more 
might  attend    besides  their  vromen  and  children  —  say  therefore  that 
supplies  and  present  shouJ.d  be  provided  for  2^0  supposing  they  continued  to- 
gether —  1$  days  we  si"io"ald  not  calcula'^e  on  so  many  but  Ix,  will  be  better 
to  make  aiaple  provision  M^lf'^ii^u'i^f  Should  ho'ivever  the  invitation  be  a  general 
one  whicn  in  many  respects  would  be  best  and  the  Indians  shoiud  think  proper 
to  accept  it  'i7e  sho  Id  imagine  that  instead  of  2^0  there  v;ould  be  2^00  to 
provide  for  —  A  General  invitation  would  certainly  give  most  satisfaction 
and  produce  a  inore  lasting  effect       The  i.:ost  positive  insoructions  shoifLd 
be  given  to  the  agents  who  ought  to  sena  runners  into  the  triDe^.  fortir.Yith 
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after  receiviti^  their  orders       It  is  >  nly  necessary  to  remarl.'  that  tao  persas 
to  be  appointed  to  meet  zhe  iiidians  shouxd  be  very  firm  nen  &  possess     the 
coniidenco  of  the  GovernnEnt     ana  the  Inaians  il'  possible     './c  T«'ill  coiivorse 
v;ith  you  a^aiii  dn  this  suDject  if  you  desire  it 
III  haste  Y.-e  are  very  ?Lespectl\iily 

J.  Ilorrov;         .      ■  , 

,  ,   •  .  T  '..''orthltigton  '      ... 

10th  of  June  I8l2 
[To  Eustis] 
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Ho.  253. 

Urbanna  11  th  Jiins  1812 
Sir, 

The  fourth  Regt.   did  not  arrive  untill  yesterday,   the  v/liole  Army 
Marched  a  mile  from  the  Encarapment  to  meetv.  them.     A.s  the  itegt  passed  the 
Army,   the  lionors  of  a  saiu-ce  v/ere  paid  and  the  Y^-liole  marched  in  a  body 
to  the  Encampment.      The  Itth  itegt,   at  the  head  of  tne  Col\amn  of  Infantry'", 
preceded  by  the  Cavalry.     A  triumphal  ilrch  had  previously  been  erected 
near  the  Sncaiapment  v/ith  the  American  juagle  displayed  on  the  Key  stone 
of  the  Arch  —  and  on  one  side  inscribed  in  Capitals  Tipacanoe  uO  on 
tne  o'&her  side  Glory  —  wnen  the  Cavalry  approached  tj:e  Arch  they  opened, 
ana  the  Uth  Hegt.  passea  under  it     —  all  the  oth':;r  •^'roops  passed  on 
the  outside —  hopin;.;  soon  to  be  entitled  to  similar  honor.     You 
doubtless  vrLll  remember,   that  you  desired  me  vfhat  at  YiTashington,   to 
appoint  Doctr.  Abraham  Edwards,   to  do  the  duty  of  Surgeon  of  the  i;th 
i(Sgt  —  if  no  appoin'oment  should  have  been  made  on  tiieir  arrival.     They 
had  no  surgeon,   and  I  have  made  the  appointment,   to  continue  untill  the 
pleasure  of  the  ■'■'residenx.  and  senate  is  Knovm  —  If  the  doctor 
obtains  this  appointment,  he  v^rill  resign  his  Captaincy,  he  is  an  escellent 
maii,   and  v/ill  at  present,   superintend  the  medical  Department  of  this 
Army.     I  have  likewise,   at  the  parti  .ular  request  of  Juieutt.  Coll. 
li'liller  of  the  Uth  U.S.   regt  —  directed  an  Ensign  Phillips  of  this 
States  appointed  in  the  auaitional  Ar.:.y  of  tvj-enty-five  thousand,   to  join 
the  i|th  Regt.  ana  do  duty  untill  further  Orders.     Coll.  Ililler  represented 
the  Regt.   as  having  no  Ensign,   ana  a  deficiency  of  Subalterns  of  ciiiier 
Grades,     He  is  a  ver^^  ambitious  youjig  man  and  very  desirous  ox  being  in 
a  situation  to  become  acquainted  with  service.     Yj'natever  you  direct 
on  the  subject  ohall.be  immediatel.    done,     I  am  unaer  the  necessity  of 
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waiting  a  day  or  two  loncer  than  I  inoonded  on  account  ol'  the  Ibiirth 
Regt.  They  are  a  fine  body  of  men  but  worn  dovm  v/ith  fati|_,ue,  Sevan 
hundred  laen,  unaer  the  "^oiiuaand  of  Coll.  McArthur,  are  now  aavanced,  to 
open  and  repair  the  i^ad.  The  Guns  ic  received  at  No-w-port  v/ore  of  so  bad 
a  quality,  that  1  hav.-;  boeu  under  tne  necessity  of  having  v/ith  -ciie  Army  a 
travexling  Forge.  I  have  maae  a  detacli^iieni,  from  the  Array,  of  Artificers 
and  appointed  a  Captain  Tharp  —  who  v/as  in  that  service  under  Genl. 
Knox  —  during  the  lievoluoionary  ¥ar,  —  to  superinoend  them.  —  every 
day  Y/e  halt,  more  than  fifty  stand  of  arms  are  repaired  —  v/ithouo  this 
the  anas  would  have  been  unfit  for  use.  Kvery  thing  relating  to  this 
Corps  is  in  the  most  perfect  order.  I  have  r,.ade  no  stipulation  v,rith 
him  respecting  his  pay  his  services  in  mounting  the  Gannon  at  Detroit,  v/iU 
be  of  great  consequence.  The  ij:en  attached  to  hin,  I  have  promised  Id'j 
a  month  including  t..eir  pay.  Lieutenant  Partridge,  the  -tJngineer,  informed 
me  that  was  the  usual  allowance.  I  have  organized  a  Company  of  tvrenty 
four  mounted  spies  —  they  are  perfectly  acquainteu  v/ith  the  Country, 
fina  their  o\m  iiorses,  rifles  <Scc  —  indeed  every  thing  —  ana  they  could 
not  be  engaged  under  one  dollars  anci  fiftjr  cents  per  day.  I  h^ve  Oxily 
engaged  them,  untill  we  arrive  at  Detroit,  if  we  should  cross  the  River 
they  will  be  usefull.  They  are  the  best  men  in  the  Country  for  tne 
purpose,  iiany  of  them  spealc  the  Indian  languages,  are  acquain:.ed  viith 
their  Customs,  and  can  dress  and  appear  like  Indians, 

Governor  Meigs,  has  ordered  two  companies  of  LlHitia  to  lov;er 
Sandusky  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  thaa  part  of  this  State. 
The  security  of  the  U.S.  Factory,  and  the  preservation  of  that 
Communication.  They  will  assist  likewise  in  opening  and  malcing  the  road 
from  that  place,  to  the  foot  of  tne  Hap ids  —  which  has  been  ordered  by 
an  Act  of  Congress  —  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  —  on 
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my  applicaticn  have  gone  to  lay  it  out. 

I  regret  that  the   oroceedings  oi"  the  Indian  Coiincils  cannot  at  the 
present  noraeiit,   be  transcribed  ana  ror..ardGd.     Taey  wero  perfectly 
satisfactory  —  one  of   tiie  old  Chiefs  observed,   that  bia  thaniced  tae 
Great  Spirit,    ohat  I  had  asked  then,  for  the  Road  —  that  they  granoed 
the  request,  with  tne  most  perfect  freedom,   and  hoped  if  we  met  vd.th  any 
Enemies,  v.'e  Slouxq  be  victorious  over  them. 

I  am  now  a  j.i"OGle   inoisposed,  haviiig  a  slight  fever  and  some 
colic  —  but  I  am  vmder  the  operation  of  i:iedicine,   unaer  hope  tomorrow 
to  be  v/ell.     The  army  shall  not  hov.'-ever,   be  ae  Gained  one  moment  on  my 
account,     I  ho'pojdS  I  should  not  have  required  a  seasoning, 

V/hen  Hughes'  Company  joins  and  nbout  150  Volunteers  nov.'-  on  their 
march  this  army  vri.ll  amouni.  to  abouo  2000,  non  commissioned  officers 
ana  privates  —  a  particular  return  shall  be  made  in  a     few  days, 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully  Your  most  obt.  i^ervt. 

W  Hull 
Hon.  Y/m.  -^stis 
Departt  of  \l3r, 

12th  June,     '-^he  army  is  now  paraded  for  exercise,  <2c  in  my  right  tirie[?il 
I  only  vri.sh  you  was  here  to  get  them  —  Tiieir  appearance  Sc  discipline  does 
honor  to  our  Country —  unvj"ell  as  1  am  I  shall  mount,  my  horse  -^  go  on  the 
field. 
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Urbana  June  11th.  1812. 
Sir, 

Ii.ixaediately  after  I  had  the  pleasure  oi'  seeing  you  yesterday  I  had 
an  interviev/  vd.th  Governor  Lleigs  on  the  subject  of  the  rank  of  the 
conEianding  officers  of  the  three  Volunteer  xie^imts  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Kis  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  coiianiinicaoe  to  me  the  following 
as  the  Grounds,  v.hich  made  it  his  duty  to  grant  them  Corunissns.   as 
Colonels, 

The  Consoiou-oi^n  Article  5ta.   Section  3d.   provides  that  Golonexs 
shall  be  elected  by  the  ^.iajors,    Gaptns,   and  Subalterns  of  the  Regiment. 

By  the  Section  of  the  act  for  disciplining  the  ililitia  passed 

1809,  vj-hen  tv;o  Battalions  Volunteer  they  shall  elect  their  Golonel. 

By  the  2d.  Sectn.   of  the  act  to  aiaend  the  Miiioia  Act  passed  January 
30th.   1811,   the  Fiiiitio  of  this  staoe,   snail  be  officered  as  follows. 
To  each  Eegirricnt  one  Lieut  Colo  Corniiiandant. 

By  the  l^oh.  Section,   the  fourth  Section  and  fifth  article  part  of 
the  Third  SectiiDn,  and  part  of  ti^e  T-^renty  third  Section  of  -ohe  act 
originally  passed  are  repealed,   leaving  the  Section  respeeting  Volunteer 
Corpes  untouched. 

The  Governor  had  the  authority  of  organizing  this  Corps,   and  I  have 
no  other  power,    ohan  to  receive  then  as  appointed  by  him,   ana  give  the 
officers  the  rank  to  which  their  G o curd. ss ions  entitle  them 

If  this  statement  should  not  be  Satisfactory  to     you,   it  is  my 
opinion  you  caii  serve  with  honor  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President 
in  known, 

I  am  very  respectfully  your  Obt.  Servt. 
Signed      ¥  Hull  / 

Lieut.   Colo,  lliller. 


.;  .      .       .  .- ic  : -•: ',';    r.  v   ■_;:;■■■;■■   \c     :•     -^    ...    .■■■''■    J-i^-'"    'i    I'^o  i.:   v;_I'.  ■  :^ :  uOiUMl 

:    .       ..    :,r  .    :      .:,'■    ':.:    j    ...,,         '-  :     .   -■    ?;.■■.■.    rori*:t.«Vv;      I    '.'■•   v< jr'V'j.ecfnJ:    rui 

, ._;  :  ii')   ','.-.•    ,.^    .j.^    .;.  .      ';  J    /^..iL' ■  .'.j^   *i   '...'j;.:/    .;■  '      ;.'Ci'-.."       jr;.;'    '_<.>    3'X-'0_.  *i-0    .'-•"'^'•'-■'-'•^'i--"=10»^ 

:^    ■  .0.*^..   :";..;.■    r.,:^  ■".    '-      ./^    ^--  -j-'^-'    ■•-'  ■  ^'    JiCl;»'iJ-    n    rox/o /cl-i.c-O   ^^iV 

.vi^'-iiiii   .c •::fO  ';:-.o\!:  '.[XIjLr'ic^osq&e'x  ^isv  oB  I 


1209  ^ 

No.  67 7 « 

Head  Quarters  Lexington  June  llt±L,  i8l2 
Sir 

I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  drav;-  a  Sett  oT  Bills  of  Ejcchange  on 
you  for  i-'ive  thousand  Dollars,  in  lavour  of  Alexander  Parker  Esqr,  payable 
te  days  after  Sighi.,  on  account  of  Bounties  ^  premiums  to  recruits, 
having  been  authorised  so  to  do  by  Colo.  Alexander  Smyth#  Inspector 
General  of  the  aniiy. 

The  officers  from  the  State  of  Ohio  experience  considerable  trouble  and 
expence  in  carry. ng  specie  from  here  to  their  places  of  Rendezvous;  there  being 
little  or  no  comraercxal  intercourse  betv/een  these  tv/o  states,  the  bank  notes 
of  one  will  not  pass  current  in  the  other.  The  officers  have  therefore 
requested  me  to  intimate  to  you  Sir  their  desire,  that  I  shold  be  authorised 
io  draw  on  the  holders  of  public  monies  in  the  state  of  Ohio  for  so  much  as 
may  hereafter  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Recruiting  for  the 
aditional  arn^r  in  that  state. 

We  are  still  without  arras  ci  shoula  Governor  Harrison  call  upon  rue  for 
a  reinforcement  should  be  in  a  very  unpleasant  situation.  Arms  are  moreover 
particularly  necessary,  to  discipline  the  troops,  moxint  guards,  &:  keep  up 
that  routine  of  duty  &  Subordination  which  is  indispensibly  necessary  for 
the  good  of  the  Service 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  vifith  Sentiments  of  high  regard  lour  Obt.  Sert. 

J.  Winchester  B,  Genl 
U.  States  Army  — 
Konbl.  Wm,  Eustis 
Secretary  at  V/ar  ^ 
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Urbana  June  12th.  1812 
Sir, 

'-'overnor  l^eigs  of  the  state  of  Ohio,   has   been  pleased  to  Commission 
three  full  Colonels  to   coinraanci  tne  three  Volunteer  Hegiraents  raised  in 
said  state,  v:hich  in  my  opinion  is  contrar;^'^  to  the  Lav/s  of  the  Union, 
and  as  i'o  interferes  materially  v.'ith  my  Rank  as  an  officer  of  the 
line,    and  feeling  myself  agrieved;   I  made  application  to   -t^rigadier  General 
Kull  for  redress,   a  copy  of  v/hose  ansvier  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
v/ith  the  Comments  of  Governor  iiiegs  on  the  saa;e,   and  nis  reasons  for  so 
commissioning  them,     I  am  extremely  sorry  that  any  thing  of  the  kind 
sho'iid  occur  at  this  time,   but,  as  i^  is,   I  feel  myself  Compelled  through 
you  respectfully  to  solicit  redress,    cy  your  uecision  or  that  of  the 
President  of  the  U.  Stages,      it  is  sir  a  question  of  rank  which  I  consider 
of  great  importance  to   an  officer  especially  in  time  of  impenciing  \'/ar, 
and  in  ir^  opinion  the  officer  who  v.all  -oaiyiely  submit  to  relinquish 
his  ovm  Just  title  to  rank,  -will  never  assert  the  rights  or  avenge  the 
wrongs  of  his  Country  with  your  decision  Sir,  or  that  of  iiis  ExcGlly. 
ohe  President  of  the  U.S.   I  shall  be  perfectl     satisfied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  wiiih  the  highes-t  respeco  your  moso  ocedt. 
Servt. 

\  James  Ivliller  Lt  Col  ^th  Inf y 

Konoijie  'iWm.  Eustis  Esqr. 
Secretary  of  Vfar, 
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Y.o,   2^6. 

Urbanna  13th  June  lbl2 
Sir 

Lieutt.  Coll.  I.liller  of  the  Uth.  U.S.  Regiment  has  stated  to  me, 
reasons,  and  proaiiced  dociiments  for  the  support  of  them,  satisfactory 
for  not  arriving  at  Da:^on,  v/ith  the  i;th.  U.S.  Regt.  at  the  time  I  had 
reason  to  expect.  He  appears  to  be  very  much  dissatisfied  v;ith  the  rank 
which  Governor  Meigs  has  given  the  officers,  comraanding  the  three 
Regiments  of  Volunteers  of  this  State  —  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  ±etter 
^  addi^essed  to  him  on  the  subject  —  The  question  se:ms  to  be  whether 
these  officers  are  Commissioned  accordiiig  to  lav;.   I  receive  this  anny 
as  organized  oy  the  constituted  authorities,  and  can  oni.y  give  tne 
officers  command,  according  to  their  Comirdssions  in  Conibrmity  to  the 
iiiilitary  regulations.  He  feels  himself  aggrieved,  and  wishes  your 
decision  or  that  of  the  Presidemi  on  the  Subject,  I  am  sure  I  have  no 
authority  "iio  interfere  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine  v/hether  the 
President  has  or  no"&. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Your  most  obt.  Servt. 

Wm  Hull 
Hon.  T/m.  Eustis 
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I3o»   265> 

Saint  Louis  June  li;th  1012 
Sir 

I  have  tx:e  honor  iio  ackiiowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26t  i  of  i.iarch,  also  that  of  the  13th  of  April.     It  was  with  p].aasure  I 
discover' d  in  the  letter  a  full  approbation  of  those  measures  which  I 
had  adopoed,   for  the  protection  of  our  frontier  —  not  merely  because  it 
shielded  F.e  against  that  deep  responsibility  under  which  I  adopted 
those  measures   (being  unauthorized  by  any  instructions)  buo  because  I 
feel  assured  that  the  company  of  Piangers  raised  for  3  months  will  speedily 
be  paid,  accoi'dii::g  to  the  act  of  Jany  the  2d.  I6l2  for  those  services, 
which  have  so  far  saved  our  frontier  froia  desolation:     Upon  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  28th.  of  March,  I  sent  the  conffiiission  of  Gapt. 
Boone  to  him,  vd.th  instructions,   a  copy  of  which  I  herevfith  enclose 
you.     He  wrote  me  that  none  of  his  company  would  engage  again  unless 
they  first  return' d  home  —  on  the  3d  Inst,  most  of  their  terras  of 
service  expired,  a  part  was  discharged  on  that  day,   ana  the  remainder 
at  a  subsequent  day  —  both  before  and  since  the  return  of  Gapt.  Boone  I 
have  my  self,   been  engaged  in  raising  men,   I  believe  upwards  of  30  have 
join'd  .    .    •  Gapt,   Boone,   his  1st  k.  2d  Leutts.   are  now  recruiting, their 
success  I  have  not  learnt.     I  have  order 'd  the  rendevouz  of  the  company 
on  the  l8th  inst.  at  Saint  Gharles.     In  order  that  the  frontier  sho'aj.d  n6t 
be  exposed,    "in  tne  interval,   between  the  discharge  of  the  former  Rangers, 
and  the  ]■  arching  of  tlie,nevj-  company,   1  sent  out  a  company  commanded  by 
Gapt.  Gallaway,  mounted  and  v/ell  equipt  to  serve  for  1$  days  from  the  3d 
Inst,  to  perform  the  same  kind  ox  service  the  rangers  had  done.     I 
trust  therefore,  they  will  be  paid  in  ±ike  manner:  tnis  company  met  at 
St.  Charles  on  the  3d  Inst.     I  attended  and  at  6  oclock  A*ii.   on  the 
fourth  it  rnarch'd  for  the  frontier:     I  immediate^  set  out  for  St.  Louis, 
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k  on  my  way  met  an  express,  with  a  letter  froia  Lieut.  Gaxapbeil,   of  the 
2d..   Inst,   li^roming  ne  of  two  parties  of  Indians  not  far  above  Fort 
Lason,     I  instantly  retiirn'd,   and  senb  additional  ixis ^ructions,   to  Capt. 
CallaviTay  and  inade  so]:;e  othor  arrangernontsj    I  have  since  •undGrsoood,   that 
Callovj-ay  arrived  at  Fort  Mason,   and  the  Xnaians  had  not,    then  reach 'd  the 
frontier  —  a  small  party  of  spies  v;as  sen.   to  discover  their  situation  — 
and  number  —  Cailovfay  is  order 'd  to  attack  if  his  force  is  sufficient,   if 
noo  to  report  to  me  that  aia  may  be  sen^o.     In  April  last  tv;o  men  detach' d. 
as  spies,   from  the  Rangers,  met  two  V/inebagoes  above  Fort  Liason,    one 
Indians  were  attack 'd  ana  go  oh  killed,  v/ithout   [illeg.]  of  tne  Rangers 
receiving  any  injujy. 

These  spies  were  sent  up  the  "ilississippi  in  consequence  of  my  having 
heard  of  a  large  party  of  \Yinebagoes  forming  on  rick  river  to  attache  the 
fro  tier  of  St.   Charles  District     '  I  have  since  heard  that  the  Party 
actually  did  set  out,  no  uoubt  is  entertain' a,   but  that  those  tvro 
Indians,  v/ere  spies  in  advance,   together  vriti-  some  others  whose  trai±s 
were  seen.     It  is  the  opinion  of  those  laoely  from  the  upper  Mississippi 
that  the  ICilling  of  those  two,   and  the  discoveries  made  by  the  others, 
of  the  state  of  things  on  ohe  frontier,   changed  the  directed  of  the 
main  party  —  Thus  far  I  have  been  able  to  save  our  frontier,   this 
spring,   but  those  preparations  wnich  have  effected  this  desirable  object, 
required  milch  perseverance,   ana  indeed  personal  exertion:  you    virere 
informed  by  my  letter  of  the  7th  of  iv-arch  that  I  shouxa  set  out  the 
next  day  vri.th  a  vievj-  to  erect  a  Fortification  as  near  the  line  between 
us  and  the  Sax  and  Foxes,   as  the  situation  of  the  Country,  woiild  allow,,    , 
accordingly  I  left  thas  place  on  the  20-oh  v:ith  about  foiirteen  men,  v;ho 
volunx,arily  follovif'd  me,     I  v«-ent  up  the  frontier,  where  I  found  Caot 
•Boone's  company,   and  Lieut.   Caiupbell's  detachment  of  regulars  sent  up  by 
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Gol.   Bissel,   at  my  in.Tcance.      I  iiiuiiediately  j.;oved  mi^iHry^^Mil'if'  those 
several  parties  togather,   to  a  point  on  the  l.doSissippi,   about  22  iiiiles 
above  thij  place  by  ^and;    believing  it  doubtful  vj'hether  there  vj-as  any 

ouitable  place  Tor  a  i'brt,   betvreen  that  place,   ana  the  Indian  xine;   The 
party  vj^as  halted,   and  suitable  Lien  seiit  up  to  examine  the  coui'itry;   they 
re_-.orted  that  no  gooa  situation  presented  itself,      I  immediately  Liarch'd 
the  party  aoYni,->  to  tne  place  -cwo  irjii.es  below;  vmere  iB'ort  luason  novi  soands^     '^ 
which  had  atti'acted  ny  attention  mucii  on  lay  way  up,   as  a  fine  Eiilitary 
position  notmerely  as  a  convenient  scioe,   but  as  a  comraanuing  point  in 
relation  to  the-  defence  of  cur  frontier:   —  after  naving  so  far  auvanced 
the  erection  of  the  Fort,  as  "bo  place  it  in  a  tolerable  state  of  defence, 
I  return 'd  to  St,  Louis  on  the  17th  day,   frori  the  tiae  of  ny  aeparture. 
Fort  Mason  is  now  saia  to  be  more  defensible .than  Fort  Madison,   and  is  of 
much  importance  in  giving  effect  to  the  company  of  Rangers  and  in  other 
respects  affords  many  facilities  in  defending  the  froritier.     It  is  now" 
coirjnanded  by  Lieut.  Campbell,  vfho  hcis  aoout  20  men.     I  couxd  wish  that  the 
number  might  be  encreased  to  the  extend,   at  least  of  his  command,   and 
that  it  ohould  be  establish' d  as  a  regular  Fort.     Shoaj.a  any  of  the   oroops, 
in  tnis  country,  be  sent  elsewhere;   if  it  coinports  with  yo'^ir  arrangements, 
I  would  recoiitmena  that  this  officer  should  be  retain' d,  as  he  is  vrell 
caj-culated  to  command  a  frontier  Post,   and  is  well  qualified  to  superiniiend 
the  erecting  of  such  Forts,  as  may  ue  wanted  in.  this  country:     I  herev;ith 

enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  him,  which  will  show  the  #3^;>5^;)ii.->^^ 
state  of  thing  a  about  tne  Fort.   —  also  one  from  }ir.  Forsythe,   agent  at    ' 
Piorias  —  which  in  my  opinion  is  worthy  of  much  attention.     i.Iy  belief 
has  uniformly  been,  that  Indian  hostij-ioies  would  be  carried  on,   by 
small  parties,  untill  war  was  declar-ed  against  G.   Britain  in  that  event 
I  have  thoughti  it  probable,   that  Inaian  movements  ii.ight  assume  a  aii'ferent 
aspect,   in  the  direction  at  least  ox  this  and  the  Illinois  Territory;  vdiere 
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there  are  certainly  not  #^#^//  men  enough  to  Keet  a  large  army,  v.'iohout 
leaving  the  settlei-'enos  ucstitute:   and  further,    the  facilities  afforded 
to  a  lar;;e  nover.ent  by  the  exte  sive  navigable  rivers,    emptying  into 
tho  ...ississippi  above  us,   hold  ou>:  induceivien^s,   to  an  extensive  enterprise 
against  those  tv/o  Territories,    so  far  rerioved  from  Kentucky,   t,he  nearest 
state  of  strength,   you  find  from  :.lr.  Forsjrthe's  letter,    the   apparent 
disposition,   and  number  oi   the  Indians,   at  and  near  ^ioriasj   tJiat  in  a 
few  days,   12o0  warriors   can  be  collecv^eu.,    those  1200  couid  transport 
themselves  to  this  place  in  a  few  days  by  water:  a  moveiT.ent  of  this 
kind,  v/ou^d  readixy  strike  the  mind  of  an  intelligent  British  Traaer, 
and  managed  as  some  of  them  are  capaole  of  —  would  prove  fatal  to  this  \ 

country  —  I  have  certainxy  placed  our  frontier,  in  the  best,  situation 
my  means _ wo ula  aomit  —  but,  the  physical  force  of  ti.is  Territory,  ooes 
not  allow  of  arrangements  to s march  an  army  out  to  reuel  a  force  of  this 

i 

kind:  In  such  an  event,  aii  that  can  be  done,  Vifill  be  to  fortify 

particular  poinus  collect  the  peopxe,  and  aefend  thei;,:  in  my  opinion 

t-he  effective  force  of  this  country  ooes  not  far  exceed  20jO  men, 

scatter' d  over  an  immense  surface  ...  of  those  2000  there  are 

indiviouals,  inaeed  settlement-s  7oO  miles  apart,  calculating  by  the  routes 

usually  travelled:  This  num"ber  thus  situated  is  not  as  efficient  for 

the  purposes  of  defence,  as  5oO  would  be  if  settled  within  reasonable  limits, 

I  have  not  felt  myself  authorized  to  caj-l  on  ohe  Gov,  of  Kentucky  for 

men,  or  even  to  accept  the  services  of  those  wno  have  offer 'a  "themselves, 

and  give  an  assurance  of  suitable  compensation,  I  have  exerted  myself  to 

foiTii  companies  here,  prepared  and  eqiipt,  to  march  v:hen  called  on,  and 
have  now  five  vreil  accoutred  —  a  great  proportion  of  the  m.ilitia  is 
under  requisition,  out  in  this  I  have  little  confidence,  as  they  are  too 
dispersed  for  prompt  effort. 

I  am  strongly  impressed  that  Indians  are  collect-ing  at  dii'ferent 
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points  to  be  ready  in  the  event  of  war  —  and  I  do  apprehend  that  soiie 
general  effort  v.lll  be  laade  shoui  that  be  tneir  design,  one 
measure,  v^hich  has  been  latex  adopted,  ay   the  ''Jovemment,  may  possibly 
go  far,  in  preventing  its  execu-oion  to  the  i\ill  extent.  I  mean  the 
rcovernencs  x,ov;ards  Detroit 5   I  shouxd  have  been  much  gratified,  as  it 
respects  the  welfare  01  i-he  co'ontry,  if  I  had  been  authorized  to  adopt 
such  measures,  as  ir.ight  in  my  judge;nent  be  deem'd  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  Territory:  I  -well  kuov;  that  the  "^overriment  will  bear 
r.e  out  in  every  necessar^^  expence  —  ivhether  expressly  authorized  or 
not:  But  the  troops  which  were  order 'd  by  Gov,  Lewis  to  Fort  .Jadison, 
not  being  paia,  has  induced  a  belief,  that  vmen  men  are  called,  into 
service  by  tne  Govt,  it  is  not  certain  they  vj'iU  be  paia,  unless,  he 
is  expressly  autliorized,  so  to  do  —  I  ol'fer  no  remaric  on  this  subject, 
but  caiididly  state  the  fact:  This  impression  was  so  prevalent,  at  the 
time  I  commenced  raising  the  3  months  rangers,  that  I  found  it 
impossiole  to  raise  the  coiTipany  v/ithout  pledging  myseli'  that  they  should 
be  paid  —  to  this  company;  I  consider  myself  responsible  —  in  my 
private  fortune,  for  their  compensation  —  from  the  nature  of  my 
assurances  and  many  are  now  pressing  for  their  pay  —  inaeed  many  of  the 
men  were  obliged  to  incur  debos,  in  bri[n]ging  horces,  arms  (2cc.  for 
the  service,  the  whole  company,  officers-  and  men  lound  tiieir  ov.n  provisins 
by  contract,  with  a  Coloi  Kibby,  also  their  forage,  so  that  not  one  man 
of  the  company  is  free  from  aebts  arising  from  the  service  in  which  they 
engaged:  These  things  i.ot  only  operate  to  prevent  many  of  tne  former 
Rangers,  from  engaging  again  but  others:  I  have  used  every  exertion  to 
surmount  those  difficulties  in  raising  the  new  company,  and  hope  to 
succeed: 

I  send  you  a,^  talk  of  the  chief  of  the  Kickapoos,  in  answer  to  Gov, 
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lidivards'   demand  of  those  Indians  v/ho  IcLiled  I.lr.  O'Neale's  family  in  this 
Territory  last  vanter;   no  douco  the  Gov,  v;ill  give  you  a  history  of  t.iis 
ir.an's  conduct  in  full,  -.vhicli  in  my  opinion  is  extre:.:ely  inauspicious  as 
io  respects  himoeif  and  nation.      Unfortui:iateiy  ov;ing  to  our  great 
distance  from  the  seat  of  Govermriemi,    I  caj-inot  upon  any  e^iergency, 
receive  Instmctions  tiine  enough  to  autr.orize  and  to  apply  the 
ranie  dy. 

'He  consider  it  fortunate   if  in  tv/o  months  an  answer  is  received, 
to  a  letter  seM  to  the  Atlantic  staoe,   from  this  country,    indeed 
instances  have  occur 'd  of  letters  being  six  months  on  the  "".vay,   even  from 
tne  Government  to  its  officers  ^j/i  here,   ov/lng  to  the  magagement  of  the 
mail  between   ohis  and  Kentucky,     I  seldom  put  a  letter  in  the  office 
here,   but  seize  some  private  convejrance,  to  some  Kentucky  Post  office, 
from  thence  the  mail  goes  with  regularity  eastvirard, 

David  Barton  does  not  accept  his  con:iiission  as  Ensign  in  the  company 
of  Rangers,   in  his  room  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Archibald  LIcDonald  — 
the  other  officers  accepted  and  are  nov;  recruiting,     I  herevrLth  inclose 
a  muster  and  Pay  roll  of  Cai.t.    Boones  coh.pany,  for  tne  monLh  of  A_:>ril, 
sign'd  by  him.,   and  countersign' d  by  me  agreably  to  your  letter  of  the 
28th  of  ferch.     The  Pay  of  the  officers  is  left  bl^nk  by  the  law  of  Jany, 
2d.     it  is  provided  that  the  officers  sliall  receive,   the  same  pay  and 
subsistance  as  officers  in  the  line  of  the  array  —  those  officers  have 
foiind  their  ovm.  horses  provisions  and  forage,   and  I  should  presume,   that 
they  ought  to  be  paid  as  cavalry  officers j  v;hich  by^  the   law  for  raising 
the  army  of  six  thousand,    is  more  than  is  allow 'd,   to  infantry  officers 
of  equal  grade,  but  you  can  determine  better  than  I  can  what  they  are 
entitled  to  —  their  accounts  for  forage,   and  subsistance,  will  be  made 
oixt  and  forv^arded. 
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ZnclosGd  you  vrill  fina  x.ae  deposition  of  F  RliesLia[?],a^British 
sucject,    r^ative  to  iiis  riiissicn  to  i.jr.   Dixon,  up  n  the  subject,    as  he 
believes  of  Indian  affairs:     Frequent  applications  are  made  to  me;    qy 
x-aose  people,  v;ho  viere  plunder 'd  by  the  Oiiage  Indians  some  year  ago,    and 
for  ".vhon,   provision  is  made   oy  the  treaty,     I  wou_d  reconmend  Genl, 
Clark  as  a  proper  person  to  settle,   tliose  accoimts,  upon  nis  return. 

The  Governnent  msls  iiifom'd  when.I  vras  in  last,   of  a  setol&.ient 
having  C0i...'.anced,   soine  years  ago,   on   ohe  iiissouri  ■'.vithin  the  Indiaa  line. 
I  muso  again  bring  this  subject  into  your  viev/,   as  one  vrorthy  of 
attention.     This  settlecient  ij  on  tae  finest  body  of  land  I  bexieve, 
in  Louisiana,   and  has,   and  of  course  irili  encrease,  no  officers,   in  the 
Territory  is  autxxorized  to  remove  intruders  -ivithout  instructions  fron 
the  Jtesident;    'Tis  true,   that  by  the  treaty  between  the  U,  States  and 
the  Sacs  an:^  Foxes,  The  Superintendant  of  Indian  affairs  is  ei.ipo'iTer'd, 
to  remove  settlers  on  their  land,   in  case  they  make  coi..piaint  to  him;  imder 
this  authority  I  proceeded  against  Idorehead,   and  others,   j^st  year,   in 
their  attempt,   to  possess  thejv.selves  of  the  Spanish  Ivlines  —  but  as  it 
respects  the  settlement,   at  Boone's  Licks  near  the  Llissouri,  no 
complaint  has  been  made,   therefore  my  po'^ver  under  the  treaty  does  not 
attach  —  ■  ' 

I£  it^  is  not  deau'd  advisable  by  the  Government  to  ,  urchase  a 
tract,   including  this  settlement  —  I  i.ould  recommend,   tnat  an  order 
for  thesB  removal  should  take  place.     I  ain  told  ti:at  most  of  the 
settlers,   are  respectable,   and  soi-.e  Y;-eaj.thy,   lor  this  country;   some 
alledge,   that  they  made  the  settlement,  not  knov/ing  it,   to  be  v.-ithin  the 
Indian  Limits;  of  this  I  know  nothing,   as  it  commenced  before  my 
appointment,   in  this  country,     fhey  liave  manifested  a  str0i::g  disposition 
to  come  under  th-;  iav;'S,   ana  reguxations  of  the  I'erritory,  but  I  nave 
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refused  to  appoiirb  any  officer^   civil  or  military,  or  to  organize  theni 

in  any  Avay,   thinking   ohat  it  might  by  them  be  consider'd  an  implied 

sanction  of  their  setolement,  -whicn  certainly  is   in  violation  oi"  our 

treaty  vrioa  the  Indians,      I  have  neard  that  the   Indians  v/ere  not 

dissatisfied  v/ioh  tneir  intrus-_on  because  the  vmi-oe  people  v;ork  a 

valuable  saline,   from  which  they  in  t  eir  hunting  season  obtain  some 

supplies  of  salt,    but  upon  the  subject  I  riave  not  heard  one  v.'ord  from 

the  Indians  themselves. 

Independant  of  the  situation  of  tnose  setolers,   anoimting   00  a'oout 

one  hundred  families,    1  do  thirik  thau  the  acquisition  o^'  this  tract  of 

country  woaxa  be  of  much  importance,   as   it  resi:/ects  the  future  sai'ety  of 

this  Territory,   if  a  line  coula  be  orawn  by  "oreaty  from  ^■oi't  l-iadison  to 

Fort  Osage,   or  even  from  'che  nou"oh  of  the  Y/yaconda,   to  tliat  of  the  Grand 

River,   it  wouxd  .aicxuae  two  tracts  of  country,  one  on  the  l-Iissouri  and 

one  of  the  i.'Iississippi,  wnicn  v;ould  aomit  of  inore  compact  setcj.a"aents, 

than  any  o'oher  parts  of  tlie  Territory,    and  v.'ould  be  sooner  settled  after 

the  lands  are  offer 'd  for  sale;   a  strong  compact,   settleEient  on  both 

those  rivers,  and  near  the  line,  virould  ai;vays  hold  in  check  tiie  Lidians 

i 

residing  on  tne  waters  of  bo'L,:.,  ana  render  safe  the  setolemen'os  belov;^ 
which  will  ong  remain  uispersea,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  Prairies, 
which  vd.ll  ..ot  be  setoled,  except  upon  their  borders,  untill  timber' d 
land  oecomes  difficult  to  prociire., 

I  must  apprize  you,  of  a  question,  whicn  nov;  exists  betv/een  one 
Uniued  States,  ana  the  Sacs  &  Foxes,  unaer  the  treaty  as  it  respects  the 
river  ^effrson,  made  one  ox'  "ohe  boundaries,  I  have  talcen  mucn  paino  to 
ascertain  ohe  river,  to  wnich  this  aaur.Q   properly  belongs,  but  such  is 
the  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  ijnpossiole  to 
decide, indded  it  is  urged  o^  some,  ohat  it  empties  inuo  the  Mississippi 
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on  x,he  Sast  side.     'Aie  Indians   coiitena  that  the  two  rivers  auout  1$ 
miles  above  -f^'ort  l.iason,   is  the  boundary  under  the  cail,   for  the   "eiTeron, 
sor.,e  say  that  a  stream  called  nov;,    the  Fabion  has  borne  that  name    oy  a 
fev;  it  is  said  that  the  Y/yaconda  is   the  river,    so„t  that  it  is  a  quesoion 
xmsetoled  and  diif iculiT^^;^  to  decide.     Should  it  be  stirr'd  v/nile  the 
chiefs  ai-e  at  VJashington  anu.  the  ^'resident  snoula  be  disposed   oo  exoend 
o'or  limits  by  purchase.   It  \rould  afford  a  good  opportunity  of  coTniaencing 
a  treaty  for  further  acquisioion  v/hich  might,  be  aefmitively  aajusted 
after  they  return 'd,   I  think  if  tne  proposition  was  made  by  the 
President,,   I  couxa  aftenvards  effect  the  object  probably.     Llr.  Forsythe 
was  here,   some  tiiae  since,  vfno  resides  at  Piorias  as  a  Trader,  vie^/ring 
this  as  an  i.aportant  point  for  discovery,    I  ..rote  Gov,  ^i^dwards,    adrising 
him  for  a  v.hxxe,   to  authorize  him,    oo  employ  occasionally,  proper  persons 
to  ascertain  tne  views  of  tne  Indians  on  rock  river  Illinois,   ana  the 
li&bash  —  juir.  Forsythe  has  long  resiaed  at  Piorias,  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  Inolans  in  that  country,   is  quite  an  intelligeno  man,   and  I 
have  confidence  in  his  integrity.     He  iias  been  as  I  un  ;6rstand  appointed 
sub  agent,   but  upon  a  salary  v;aich  he  assurea  me,  he  would  not  accept,  he 
visited  Gov,  Edwards,  wno  wrote  to  ...e  by  him,   that  if  I  thought  it 
right,  I  might  say  to  him,   that  'it  would  be  recoivumenaed  to  the 
Governi'aent ,  to  give  him  coO  dollars  2^'#  pr.   annum  and  Uio  rations  pr 
day,   at  the  present  moment  I  deemed  his  services  so  essential,   that  -^ 
inform' d  Mr  Forsythe,  tihat  I  should  recommend  the  encrease  of 
compensation  —  but  would  not  pledge  mj'^seli'  further,  he  observed  that 
xmder  the  expectation,  of  getting  that  compensation  from  the  joint, 
recommendation  of  Gov.  Edwards  and  myself,  he  vrouj.d  dinter  on  the 
duties  of  the  office.     I  ao  trust  11^  -vuill  be  allow 'd  him,   at  least,  for 
a  while,   commencing  from  the  date  of  Gov.  Edivards  letter,  which  I  have 
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not  at  hand  to  refer;^?  to. 

I  shall  attena  the  rendevouz  of  tJie  Hangers,   on  the  18 th  Mi^^  at 
St.  Charles,     upon  my  return,   I  shall  ao  myself  the  honor  of  coirmiuni eating 
to  you,   -oho   result.    In  the  r.iean  time  I  offer  you  ny  as^ruances  of  high 
coasideraticn,   ana  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  vj-ith  respect  yoiir  Obt  Servb, 

Benja.  Howard 
[To  Eustis] 
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No.  397. 


Fort  Fayette 
June  ll;th.  1812. 


Sir  — 


I  have  had  the  honor  to   receive  your  letters  of  the  3rd.  <i  6th.   Inst. 
The  same  of  the  22nd.  \alto.  did  not  reach  me  untill  yesterday.     The 
bond,  5c  certificate  of  the  oath,  will  be  sent  in  the  next  mail. 

I  have  tliis  day  ship'd  the  remainder  of  the  Anas     that  have  arriv'd 
from  Harpers  ferry,   and  sixteen  hundred  ^  twenty  Cartridge  Boxes  Sc  Belts, 
Zi.  six  hundred  ot  Ti'mnty  Bayonets  belts  ci:' scabbards  from  this  deposit  at  this 
place;    '   shall  forward  the  rest  of  the  arms  <2c  the  remainder  of  the  number 
of  accoutrements  directed,   as  soon  as  they  come  to  hand. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Most  obedient  servant 

H  Johnson 

[illeg.]  <Sc  A.D.  Qr  liaster 
The  Honorable 
William  Eustis  Esqr. 
Secretary  of  ¥ar 
■Washington  City. 
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Fort  Detroit  June  l6th.  1812 


v^;^/^'^ 


Sir, 

I    have   the    sat  isf  acti  or^   to    acknowledge    the  receipt   of    your 
letter  of   the    19th.    ultimo,    and    to    signify    my   acceptance   of    the 
Appointment   of   Assistant   Deputy   Quarter   Master;    and    have   the    honor    to 
be,    with    the   greatest   respec^t   and   consideration.    Sir,    your   Ob,    St. 

Dan lel    Baker 

Lieut  1st.  Infy 
Hon.  Wi  I  I  iam  Eust  is 
Secretary  of  War 
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I-3c.  131* 

El''/i  rn.de 
Raf.dolph  Goirnty 
Illinois  Territory 
June  16.  .1812 
Sir 

T\7o  days  a;;o  I  receivea   ohe  ansv/Gr  of  tlie  Tickapoos    go  ny  donanci  for 
the  murderers  of  Criuts  far.ily  cons  is  tine-   of  ten  p    rsons.      !^t 
abounds  witii  corplaints  and  recr&r\ins.tion5  and  contains  a  refusal  to 
deliver  up  the  nurderers  —  contrary  to  cxpec^-ations  v/hich  ther'/  themselves 
had  authorised,   b"/-  tbeir  previous  coirjamication  to  rr.ej    ana  br  their 
conversations  v;ith  'r,   Forsj't'h  ar.d  v^ith  I'r  Tctte  r.y  interpreter. 

The  indians  mth  whom  I  held  the  late  council  have  failed  to   comply/" 
Avith  the  prorn.ises  they  made  ne.   Lar^e  nua.ibers  are  nov^  collected 
to,'];ether  at  the  head  of  Peoria  lake,     the:/  h-ave  killed  a  nrjiiber  of 
catt/le  belongin-/  to  the   inhabitants  of  the  viHa,_:e  and  have  e:-:nibi\>ed  other 
strong  indications  of  a  hostile  disposition  tovrards  us  —  tnis   chanf^e   in 
tnei.r  condu.ct  is  attributed  to  their  coi-.T'irnications  wi-oh  the  Prophets 
party  and  to  the  influence  of  a  party  of  ■  'ianiis  that  have  lately  joxiied 
them.  ■        , 

From  the  above  and  other  circumstances  I  am  convinced  they  vrill 
corn'.ence  Hostilities  as  soon  as  tl  ey  hear  of  a  declaration  of  v.-ar  a.cainst 
England,   or  as   soon  as   thev  maf/  be   tolu  that  such  an  event  vrill  certainly 
haiipen     And  vn.th  only  about  1700  militia-Tiien  in  the  vrhile  territory  dispersed 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,   I  can  see  but  little  prospect  of  opposing 
them  v/ith  success.     But  notldng  in  my  pov/er  to  do   shal^  be  left  unaono.  ' 
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jor  further  particulars  I  be":  loavc  to  refer  you  to  I'x  Fors^'ths 
letter  '.vriich  I  hnve  the  honor  to  cn&loGe 

I  have    ohc  honor  to  te  Very  respectfully  Sir  Yr  .'o  Obc.lt  Servo 

''Jinian  Edaards 
The  Honblc 
Y/in.  lili^stis 
Secretary/"  of  './ar 
Y.''ashinc;;ton  Citj' 

P.S.     Govr  IIoTrard  &  mj'^elf  have   sent  out/  a  force  to  oppose  three  parties 
of  -^naians  that  have  laoeiy  been  discovered  on  the  -iosisippi,   one  partj'" 
belov:  where  Oi:iiets[?]  family  v/as  killed,     one  on  the  iiast  ana  the  other 
on  the  west  himlz  of  the  river  above  ?ort  ;'ason[?]  on  v^hich  the^r  are 
supposed  to  have  some  design 

respectfully  I  aci  Sir  yr  .o  Obdt  3t  ■.' 

N  Edwards 
The  Honble  ■    '       /  - \    , 

lYn  Eustis  ,         .       '  .  - 
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No.  3^^. 


Fort  Fayette 

June  16th.  1812. 
Sir  — 

I  have  the  honor  to   mclose  to  you  the  bond  '^  certificate  requir'd 
by  yoiir  letter  of  the  3rd.   Inst.       The  reriainder  of  the  arms  have  arriv'd 
from  Harpers  ferry  &  been  ship'd  to  Nev^port.     Neither  tents  nor  accoutrements 
have  as  yet  arriv'd  from  Philadelphia.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yr.  most  obedient  Servant 

H  Johnson 

D.  ^  A,   D.   Qr.  Master 
The  Honorable 

Vjilliam  Eustis  Esqr.  -  •        - 

Secretary  of  V/ar  ''  •         . 

ITashington  City  '  /       • 
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No.  633. 

Urbanna  Ohio  June  l6th  I8l2 

Sir,  .  ' 

I  find  on  arriving  at  this  place,   tha.t  the  expense  of  transporting  mil 

amoxont  to  an  imnense  sum,   as  we  have  been  ordered  to  furnish  transport^  ij-ion, 

for  all  the   ha^^gage  ana  for  the  Contractors  provisions  —  we  have 

upvards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  teams  now  under  pay  — 

I  have  therefore  this  day  dravm  on  you  for  twenty  thousand 

dollars  on  account  of  transportation.  Camp  equipage  c:c.  for  the  i\;orth  YiTestern 

Army  —  I  should  not  have  drawn  again  so  soon  after  my  draft  of  the  12th 

Inst,,  buti  when  I  get  on  to  Detroit  I  cannot  get  money  sent  on  to  that 

place  —  without  I  make  the  arrangement  here  and  v/ait  to  talce  on,   as  much  as 

possible  for  fear  I  run  short,  you  may  rest  assvired  that  I  shall  use  the 

utmost  economy,  bu^,  to  go  through  a  wilderness  of  between  tvra  and  three 

hundred  miles  take  considerable  supplies  and  I  have  only  to  transport  them 

A 

but  supply  them 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  highest  respect  your  obt.  Servt. 

tfames  Taylor 
p.D.  ^t  is  the  vrish  of  Genl.  Hull  and  myself  that  you  v/ould  be  so  good  as 
to  state  v;-hether  you  wish  the  amount  of  Cloathing  paid  to  the  Volunteers  and 
the  drafts  as  the  Case  may  be,  'as  soon  as  they  enter  service,  and  hovr  much 
to  each  —  We  are  much  importuned  on  this  Subject 

J.  T  ■    • 

Hon:  William  Eustis 

Secy,  of  VJ'ar  ^ 

Cdty  of 
Washington 
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No.  160. 


June  17  1812 
Honorable  Sir 

'  have  just  been  informed  by  Dr.  Campbeil  that  my  resignation  has  not 
yet  reached  the  war  orfice.   As  I  received  my  commission  and  notified  my 
acceptance  of  it  thr  ugh  the  Governor  I  thought  him  the  proper  channel 
through  which  to  make  my  resignation.   i  therefore  v/rote  to  hiir  the  27th  of 
April  and  directed  the  letter  to  A\arietta  but  1  bel(^^ve  he  has  not  been 
at  home  since  being  engaged  in  sending  on  the  troops  from  this  State  to 
Detroi  t. 

As  a  person  ought  always  to  be  able  to  render>i  reason  for  what  he 
does  I  shall  breifly  state  the  reason  of  my  resignation,  A  short  time 
after  the  company  had  rendezvoused  a  considerable  number  of  them  expressed 
their  disaffeprobation  of  my  holding  my  office.   This  I  since  beleive  was 
occasioned  by  the  officers  especially  the  Captain  and  his  son  who 
expected  my  place,   I  therefore  in  order  to  res,tore  peace  and  harmony 
to  the  corps  conceived  it  to  be  my  Quty  to  resign.   I  therefore  resign 
the  office  of  first  Lieutenant  of  the  first  company  of  the  United  States 
rangers  and  pray  you  to  accept  of  my  resignation 

Accept,  Sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  ccjnsiderat  Ion  \ 

JariLes  F  in  ley  '    , 

V/est  Union  .■  ^ 

Honorable  Wm  tustis 
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No.  $lj-2, 

Picqua  liiami  County  June  17th  1812 

The  Honorable  secretary  at  V^ar, 

Sir, 

After  my  best  respects  to  you,  i  take  the  liberty  of  Communicating 

to  you,  some  matters,  of  importance  —  which  I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as 

to  give  your  opinion  on.  Agreeably  to  the  order  of  His  Excellency  the 

Governor  fo  Ohio,  our  Company  v;as  Ordered  to  fort  Lorimies  to  Erect  a 

block  house  —  and  other  A'ecessary  buildings  for  our  ovm  defence  and  a 

deppsit  for  Provisions  —  That  place  having  been  once  Duilt  on,  and 

ever  since  settled  by  other  Inhabi-oant-s,  timber  Could  not  be  got  ""igher 

ohan  one  mile  from  the  spot  where  we  have  compleat  Block  house  and  a  house 

A 
for  oiir  Contractor  —  Since  agreeable  to  orders  —  ''e  have  built  several 

smal  houses,  ana  one  block  house  Near  this  place  —  Not  being  allowed 

any  kind  of  tools  to  do  this  work  —  it  followed  As  a  matter  of  course 

rhat  we  had  to  purchase  &  Borrow,  su.ch  tools  as  was  actually  necessary 

to  Compleat  the  buildings  —  and  aUso  to  hire  teams  for  the  purpose 

of  kalling  in  the  timber  the  brakage  and  fora,  e  of  the  teams  axes  Zl 

Augurs  .Stc.  have  entirely  fell  on  irje  to  pay.  altho,  the  Sum  is  trifling  — 

in  amount  It  appears  something  to~aai  individual   At  the  request  of  Governor 

Meigs  —  I  have  taken  tne  liberty  ti>  mention  this  Subject  to  you.  Also, 

whether  they  rangers  will  be  allowed  for  Amunition  llidicin  ci:c  &c  lUmished 

for  finishing  and  Compleating  the  whole  of  the  buildings  the  Extra 

Expence  does  not  Exceed  ^?1^0.00  I  hope  Sir,  you  will  give  your  Opinion 

on  this  subject 

Lieutenant  McCormack  has  left  our  Company  on  the  28th  of  May  and 

Accepted  the  appointment  of  an  Adjutant  in  the  i^ew  army  a  gone  iTL-oh  Governor 
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Hull  to  Detroit  Therefore  I  presume  the  officers  on  the  List  to  \7it  John 
Hopkins  2d  Lffiutenant  &  '^ames  Flinn,  Ensigne  will  stand  for  premotion;  £c  rould 
take  the  Liberty  of  ^^^entioning  John  Knox  our  first  sergent  as  a  Capible 
man  to  fill  the  Ensigncy 

Also,  the  paymaster,  is  at  a  loss  to  Know  whether,  they 
officers  are  allov/ed  the  same  pay  -sSc  ^^^^(j?$  forrage  of  troopers 

I  am  Sir  IVith  sentiments  of  respect  your  Obt.  Humble  Servant 

Wm  Pettor  Capt 
'    2d  Company  U  S  .iangers 
I'JB.  No  News  of  any  ir.iportance  the  Indians,  appear  peacible  in  This 
quarter  Except  some  few.  Which  sometimes  sally  out  fibm  New  the 
Prophets  town  ~      ' 
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No.  ^68.  j 

Vincennes,  17th  J\ine  1812  —  | 

Sir        . 

I  have  been  here  about  ten  days  after  prouing  the  company  of  rangers 
raised  in  Kentucky,   I  I'orvvarded  an  express  after  tham,  and  have  also  brought 
them  on  to  Vincennes.  I  have  sent  on  agreeably  to  your  request  for  axl 
the  recruits  belonging  to  the  old  Regiments  in  Kenvaclcy  and  Ohio  to  ce 
brought  on  to  this  place  shall  order  one  company  more  of  the  rangers 
from  Ohio  to  this  and  the  Illinoys  Teritory,  finding  on  examination 
that  the  frontier  of  Ohio  is  ver:/-  small  when  compared  to  these  x-vra  defenceless 
Terriuorys   DA  am  fixin,-.g  the  rangers  in  this,  and  the  Illinoys  to  the 
best  advantage  to  cover  th"©  vieeker  frontiers  and  a  ballance  to  scour 
tne  country  ajasent,  and  the  most  exposed  to  the  Indians,  Y.'e  have  no 
sign  of  Indians  through  this  and  the* Illinoys  Territory  for  some  distance 
up  the  Mississippia,  that  country  having  been  recenttly  ranged  by  the 
rangers  from  the  Illinoys  T.  This  minute  I  received  -'•nformation  from 
fort  Harrison,  that  the  chiefs  appear  from  their  Speeches  to  be  friendly 
disposed  towards  the  United  States,  and  tis  sed  they  are  also  on  the 
point  of  starving,  on  these  heads  you  shall  hear  more  in  my  next. 

I  flatter  myself  Sir  that  unless  a  xarge  body  comes  out,  we  shall 
be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  ourselves.  It  is  stated  here  that  the 

prophets  party  is  increasing,  it  is  also  staged  that  his  party  are  not 

s 
about  to  raise  a  cixDp  of  corn,  and  it  is  quite  probable  with  me  they 

V 

are  vj-atching  the  motion  of  Genl.  Hulls  army  —  Lieut,  Albright  at  fort  i^'jiox, 
informes  me  he  lias  been  appointed  since  ye  lUth  July  last  by. the  then  c;? 
commanding  officer,  to  do  the  duties  of  that  Garrison  as  Military  agent  and 
still'  'continues  to  do  that  duty,  he  v;ishes  Sir  to  know  if  he  will  be   ^ 
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allov;ed  pay  for  nis  Services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  wita  high  respect  your  obedt.  bervt; 

\'i  Russell  Colo, 
7th  GoiTj.ianding  ye  District 
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Wo.  259* 

Camp  at  Solomon's  tov^n,  75  miles  fron  the 
foot  of  the  Rapids  l8th  June  1812 
Sir, 

The  anay  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening  —  I  have  opened  the 
road  fifteen  miles  forv/ard,  and  built  a  strong  Blockhouse.  At  this 
blockhouse  are  advanced  eight  hundred  of  che  army,  under  the  cornmand 
of  Colo.  McArthur.  There  is  another  strong  blockhouse  five  miles  back, 
Vfe  are  now  in  the  Indian  Country,  one  mile/^  from  a  village  of  Vifyandots 
and  Shaviranese.  Fifteen  principal  Chiefs  from  different  Villages  v/ill 
join  the  army  this  morning  and  proceed  v;ith  us.  There  is  every  appearance 
of  friendship  among  all  the  Indians  at  present.  Hughes  detachment  I 

expect  TJ"ill  Join  the  army  to  day likewise  three  companies  of 

Volunteers,  all  in  complete  uniform.  This  is  all  the  force  I  expect. 
This  place  is  about  one  hundred  and  tv^enty  five  miles  from  Cincinnati. 
The  army  is  in  good  health  and  spirits.  My  order  of  march  is  in  two 
columns  with  strong  front  and  rear  guards.  The  columns  flanked  by  the 
Riflemen  and  Cavalry,  where  the  ground  will  admit.  The  baggage,  provisions 
(Scc  between  the  columns.  The  aray  has  been  practised  from  the  tv/o 
columns  to  form  two  lines,  either  in  front,  near,  on  on  either  flank  — 
or  to  form  a  square.  My  order  of  encar,:pment  at  night  is  a  square 
facing  outward,  with  all  the  baggage  in  the  center  in     The  mounted 
spies  ano  employed  in  examining  every  part  of  the  Coxintry,  eight  or 
ten  miles  in  advance  and  on  the  flanks.  In  an  army  composed  of  materials 
like  this,  some  difficulties  are  naturally  to  be  expected. 

The  morning  we  marched  from  Urbanna  papers  were  found  on  the  trees, 
warning  me  not  to  march  the  aimy  untill  they  were  paid.  I  called  the 
principal  officers  together,  ana.  stated  what  had  taken  place.  It  see;:.s 
the  officers  had  promised  the  men,  an  advance  for  tne  years  cloohinr^,  which 
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was  stated  at  fort/  or  i'ifty  dollars  a  man.     They  had  only  received 
sliEbeen,     I  informed  the  Officers  the  aimy  v/ould  inarch  in  any  event. 
Y.Tien  the  Assembly  beat  one  company  only  refused  to  obey  the  order.     A 
detachment  of  the  lith  Regt,  was  immediately  marched  towards  tlie  company 
and  on  its  appearance,  the  company  immediately  obeyed  the  order.     Three 
of  the  principal  mutineers  were  iirmediately  co  if  ined,   and  the  next  day 
I  ordered  a  General  Court  m.artial,  which  sentenced  then  to  have  one  iialf 
of  their  MSM  heads  shaved,   their  hands  tied  behind  their  backs,   marched 
round  the  lines  with  a  label   "Tory"   between  their  shoulders,   and  drummed 
out  of  the  Array.     After  this  sentence  was  published  the  prisoners  appeared 
remarkably  penitent  and  considered  the  punishment  v/orse  than  ceath  itself. 
Their  officers  and  friends  pledged  themselves  to  me  ior  their  future 
good  conduct  and  under  all  circumstances  I  considered  it  expedient  to 
pardon  them.     Every  thing  nov;  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  array  are  in 
high  spirits  and  satisfaction, 

Iv'Ir  Piatt  &  Go.'  contract  v;ill  end  the  1st  of  July  and  not  having 
received  any  ini'ormation  from  Augustus  Porter  Esq  the  Gontractor,   I  have 
authority  Piatt  &  Co,  to  provide  ten  days  provision,  more  than  to  the 
last  of  J'lme.     T/e  shall  probably  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  by 
the  1st  of  July.     Circumstances  however  may  take  place  to  prevent  it, 
and  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  such  provision  as  to  render  a  disappointment 
almost  impossible.     For  this  purpose  I  vras  obliged  to  draw  a  bill  on      \ 
you  for  one  thousand  dillars  of  this  date. 

I  am  respectfully  your  most  Obt.  servt. 

W  Hull 
Hon 
William  -Sxistis 
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Capitol:  June  19th  1812 

Fort  '        »  20.  i 
Sir, 

We  recoranend  the  Honl,  Jeremiah  l^rrow  &;  Governor  lueigs  of  ^^nio  as 
person  well  qiialified  to  act  as  agents  on  the  part  of  the  U.  States  at 
the  Council  of  Indians  to  be  called  in  the  wescem  country. 

John  Hhea 

V  Felix  Grundy 


,^>.  -^ 


H.  Clay 
r\lA^  Eh.  M.  Johnson 


Jos.  Desha 
John  Smilie 
John  Sevier 
[last  name  illfeg.] 
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attempted  to  co  there.     He  then  urged  verry  strongly  that  he  v/as  under  a 
necessity  of  goin;;  to  visit  the  w'yandots,    Ghi^^peways,   and  Ottav/ays^   to 
liave  a  j^oneral  unacrstanding  for  a  .f^eneral  peace.     I  told  hiin  he  v;ouid  be 
likely  to  arrive  at  the  t^j^'iM  Rappids  about  the   saiiie  tir.;e  that  you  v/ould 
arrive  there  vd.th  your  army;   and  you  v;ouid  give  hira  further  inf orr/iation . 
As  I  had  not  received  infonaation  that  the  Declaration  of  V.^ar  had  yet 
"oaken  place,    I  did  not  think  it  pri'dent  to  stop  him  by  force.     One  of  his 
party  of  ".Varriors  bee.  ..le  sick  and  detemined  to  return  hoiri  immediately  after 
our  conferrence  of  today:   and  I  think  it  is  quite  possible  that  others  of 
the  party  v/ill  be  taken  v/ith  the   same  kind  of  sickness. 

From,  such  .■.nibrmation  as  I  obtain  from  other  chiefs,  compared  .vith 
his  ovm  observations;  it  appears,  that  one  of  tiie  objects  of  Tecumseh's 
present  journey,  is,  oo  malce  an  arrangement  "with  the  Chippeviray  Tribe  of 
Indians  to   come  and  join  him  on  the  1/Yabash,   to   increase  his  strength. 

The  Chippevfays  have  a  long  time  v/ished  to  eome,   but  the  Tribes  in  this 
part  of  the  country  v^'ould  not  consent  to  it,     Ke  now  appears  t-o  be  detemihed 
to  make  a  push  to  have  the  Ghippeways  come  vrithout  the  consent  of  the 
other  Tribes, 

The  Indians  have  began  to  assemble  here  to  meet  their  chiefs^     v;ho  have 
been  sent  by  them  to  apprehend  the  murderers  and  horee-thieves:   as  I  mentioned 
to  you,   that  I  had  given  them  one  moon  to  mial^e  the  necessary  restitution  to  ■ 
the  U.S.   for  the  Murders  and  thief ts     committed  on  our  people.     There  are  a 
number  of  friendly  Inoians  who  talk  of  going  from  here  to  visit  you  " 

V/ith  high  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Exys  huml.  Servant 

(Signed)     B  F  Stickney     I  A 
Genl.  Hull 
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No.  26. 

Fort  Detroit  June  22nd  1812 
Sir 

Your     letter  of    the    "^rd.    instant    I    have  received,   and    now   enclose 
a   3ond  and  Certificate  conformably   to    the  provisions  of    the   acts 
estabi  ishing    a  Quarter    Master's   Department  — 

I    have    the    honor    to   be,    with    the   greatest   respect.    Sir,    Your 
Ob.   Servt.  ^ 

David    Baker 

Captain  1st.  Infy 
Hon,  William  Eustis 
Secretary  of  War 
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.i;]l\'-irade 

Randolph  Goimty 

1111 .10 -ir,  Territory 

"xwie  23.  1612 
Sir 

On  Sn-tm-daT  last  1  received  oii'icial  no  bice  iror.  Golo  "mssel  that 
he  had  arr5.vcd  at  Vincsnnos  for  the  purpose  of  talcinr;  rr.easures  for 
defendinf:  the  frontier  in  consequence  Ol  which  I  have  issued  orders  for 
di3char,':iii2.'  "'^'-S  force  I  have  had  in  service,  ana  v;hicn  I  had  previously 
ordered  oub  froM  the  necessity  of  the  case  till  uhe  rr.easures  contemplated 
by  tne  ,"ovt.  could  be  ^o't  into  operation  — 

The  Colo  having];  stated  that  ne  vms  direc  .ed  to  confer  ivi'G''i  me,  I  ha.ve 
given  hiri  the  best  and  most  candid  viev;  v;hich  "^  T^as  able  to  take  of  our 
situatio'i  ."■  have  pronised  all  the  aid  ana  cooperation  in  iry  power.  Hy 
pov/ers  as  Governor  of  the  territory  have  hoTfever  expired. 

V 

The  Prophet  and  his  erdssaries  have  been  latterly  very  a.,tive  in 
endeavourin.'^  "bo  stir  up  all  the  Indians  betv;een  Lake  i^^Lchagan  "y-  the 
.issisippi.     Several  general  councils  have,^  been  held,   the  Ghippewas  and 
Soujc  have  been  applied  to. 

Dixon  the  British  trader  has  returned- v.'ith  a  considerable  nu-'.osr 
of  Indians   to  Green  bay  — ' 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  point  of  corOTunication  betv;een 
the  British  aaid  the  Indians  from  vfhom  we  have  avery  tMng  to  apprehend, 
v:ill  be  oii  tjie  St  i-arys  bet'.'/een  -^akes  Huron  and  Superior —  t'.is 
to::ether  v/ith  the  movement  of  the  arrp.y  in  hichagan  vfill  ^afcia  to  the  inducements 
'   nov;  I  thinlc  strong  enough,   to  the   prophet  to  unite  iiis  party  v/iun  the 
Illinois  Indians  —  and  if  so  the  w]:ole  v.'eight  of  the  hostile  confederacy 
ViTill  be  throrm  on  tnis  territory''  —  .  >  .  . 
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HoYf  such  a  1  Kiiaber  can  re;  .a in  e'  bodied  v^ith  the  Tropliet  I  Icnov;  not, 
the  difi'ic^Jlty  of  procuring  provisions  nust  be  very  ;;:reatj   r.uch  "ore 
j^'so  than  on  the  Illinois  —  for  ^t  the  latter  place,    tae  ijake     atoundn 
».it,i  fish  on  r.'hich  t:ie   Inaians   caii  ana  do  live  —  and  if  they  should 
.fi;.d  it  necessars''  to  tai^e  the   cao'ole  that  belon:_   to  the  i^eople  of 
Peoria  there  are  cnought  to  last  taei'i  a  lonr-  tirie. 

Hitlierto  -  have  appreheiiaod  laost  danger  fron  r.ere  predator^^ 
parties  —  ana  Inicvjin^'^  the  effects  v/hicn  tiie  r.ovenent  of  troops  have 
on  the  indians   T  have  kept  riy  sivall  force  constantly  in  motion  ran;^in2 
^-onerally  fror.  the  I'issisippi  to  tne  Kaskaskia  and  so^ieti^-es  betr.veen 
the  Kaskia  ■'':  the  Wabash  —  these  neasurcs  have  been  so  far  very 
^nccessful  —  and  I  -chink  in  consequence  of  the:Ti  srriall  parties 
;vill  be  de-cered  fron  comin;^  in  —  and  as  it  c:an  hardly  be  e;rpected 
such  prodi^eous  large  numbers  of  indians  can  remain  nuch  lonfcer 
assembled  to^^ether  v«-itnout  atoempting  sonething  —  ,fa  ;^;eneral  attack 
to  rendered  Most  probable  than  1  have  Heretofore  believed  io  — 

By  a  corinuini cation  ^  reed  since  I  lorvrarded  Forsyths  letter,   it 
appears  that  the  nunber  of  inaians  emoodied  near  leoria  is  noo  less  "onan 
700  —  and  "<vith  the  boats  noM  in  the  river  ana  the   canoes   in  the:'jr 
possn.  they  could  transport  theraselves  to  Kaskas.   in  ^i?i;i?§  four  or 
5  days. 

I  have  tlie  honot  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  ^r  Ilo  Obat  St 

^^inian  -i^dv'ards 
iTo  Eustis] 
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Fort  V/ayne  23d  June  1812  j 

! 

Sir,  -  '[ 

The  Assistant  Liilitary  Agents  business  hashitherto  been  done  by 
the  Commanding  Officer.  Should,  you  deem  me  deserving  of  that  employ 
at  this  post,  I  shall  discharge  the  duty  vd.th  fidelity, 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  l.Io,  Obt,  Servt. 

P  H  Ostrander  Lieut 
1st.  Regt,  U.S.  Infy 
17m  Aystis  Secty  ■   .  . 

at  War 
Washington  City 


-6t.    . 


.,s. :  ,.,' 


No  260.  •*'•'••  ■••*■'  ^**^^'  ©:i'.".f^«:..'i3  Imv  t,;K.usar.vl,  rank 

Camp  Necessity  near  Blanchards      ^* 
Crfeek  June  2Uth.  1812        ^>  ^'^ 

The  heavy  and  incessant  Rains  vfhich  have  fallen  since  the  array 
Tjarched  from  Urbanna  have  inimdaifed  the  Country,  and  rendered  it  iirpossible 
■&0  nalce  that  expedition  -which  the  state  oi  things  may  require  and  my 
ov*n  wishes  strongly  imppll.  I  have  opened  to  road  about  thirteen  iiiiles 
in  advance,  and  established  a  Blockhouse.  That  station  is  about  forty 
miles  from  the  foot  of  the  Hapids,  Five  hundred  men,  a*e  at  the 
station.  The  aimy  is  now  preparing  to  march,  and  will  arrive  at  the 
foot  of  tne  Rapias,  by  tl:ie  1st  day  of  July  unless  prevented  by  a 
continuation  of  the  rains.  There  are  nov;  established  on  this  road, 
five  strong  block  houses  garrisoned  principly  by  the  Invalids  of  the 
Army.  I  have  stated  to  you,  in  my  former  letters,  the  iiaportance  of 
this  communication.  Considering  the  faoigue  to  v/hich  the  army  has  been 
subjected  —  both  officers  and  soldiers  are  in,,g  good  health,  aiid 
continue  to  be  animate a  by  a  laudable  spirit. 

General  Brock,  the  Governor  of  upper  Canada,  arrived  at  Llalden, 
on  the  liith,  inst.  with  one  hunored  British  Troops  —  on  the  17th  he 
sailed  for  Fort  -^rie,  in  tne  Queen  Charlotte,  and  it  is  saia  they  will 
return  with  a  reinforcement  immediately.  Large  numbers  of  Indians  from 
all  the  Northern  Nations,  are  collecting  at  Ambers [tjburg  and  at 
Brown » stown,  opposite  the  British  fort  —  ana  likevrise  on  the  river  huron 
of  Lake  lirie  —  three  liiiles  below  Browns  Tovm  —  They  now  have  a  constant 
commimicatiou  with  the  British  Garrison,  and  are  supplied  vritn  provisions 
and  ooher  things,  necessary  for  them.  In  the  event  of  hostilities  I 
£eol  a  Confidence  that  the  force  under  my  Command,  will  be  superior  to 
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Mo.  635. 

Cjarap  Necessity 
June  2i;th  I8l2 
Sir 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  10th 
inst. 

The  necessary  instructions  is  this  day  given  relative  to  the  Powder,  I 
had  requested  ^ssrs  J.  &  D.  Maccoim  to  delay  making  it  after  I  vj^as  inlormod 
by  Genl  Hull  that  he  had  make  a  mistake  in  naming  Three  Tons  of  Pov/der  instead 
of  three  thoiisand  pounds,  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  full  quantity 
"Will  be  v/anted,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  last  Powder  this  Company 
furnished  is  of  the  first  quality. 

Permit  me  sir  to  express  my  warmest  acknov;ledgments  for  the  disposition 
manifes&ed  by  the  President,  your  self  &.   the  Pay  Master  of  the  army  to 
serve  me  —  I  trust;  I  shall  not  be  unmindful  in  discharging  Ta.th  the  most 
Prompt  fidelity  and.  ptinctti^lity  the  duties  assigned  to  me.  I  assure  you  tliat 
nothing  but  my  wish  to  serve  my  beloved  country  and  to  support  the 
measures  they  have  recommended  would  ^  have  induced  me  to  leave  the 
inx.erior  and  aomestic  happiness,  but  I  am  oi  opinion  that  every  individual 
,  who  can  do  it,  who  has  ranged  himself  on  the  republican  side  and  advocated 
the  meas\ires  now  pursuing  ought  to  support  those  by  acts  as  well  as  professions. 

In  my  absence  my  duties  both  as  agent  Y/ili  be  conducted  by  LIr  James  T. 
Eubank  a  fine  young  man  a  Nephew  whom  I  have  raised  and  for  whose  "oransactions 
in  every  respect  T  shall  hold  myself  accountable  to  the  proper  department. 

We  shaLL  march  I  pres\jme  to  day  j^  we  are  wating  for  our  supply  of  cor  n 
&.   flour  to  come  up  and  indeed  for  the  road  cutters  to  progress.  The  land 
is  becoming  very  leavele  and  some  who  [illeg.  ]  to  be  swampy  ana  from  the 
immense  quantity  of  rain  it  is  difficult  to  get  on  with  one  V/aggons,  but  we 
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are  all  in  fine  spirits  and  I  trust  if  v;e  meet  any  difficulty  in  geting 
on  to  Detroit  we  shall  acquit  our  selves  to  the  satisfaction  of  our 
government  fit  credit  to  our  selves. 

In  case  we  have  any  thing  to  do  the  Comrr.anaer  in  chief  has  been  pleased 
to  signify  his  wish  that  I  should  attach  my  self  to  his  person, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  Yoxir  obed  servt. 

James  Taylor 
The  Hon,  Wm.  Sustis 
Secy  of  Y^ar 
Washington  City 
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Ho.  680.  ^ 

[Junii  2\xi   lbl2,  Hon,  T.  Worthington  relating  to  the  Inaian  Conference  at 

Piqua  tovm  wants  interpreters,  etc/] 
Dr  Sir 

On  examination  of  the  enclosed  paper  I  find  you  intend  that  property 
taken  and  the  persons  v^ho  have  committed  murders  since  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe 
shall  be  denianaed  of  the  Indians  by  the  Commissioners.   It  is  somewhat 
doubtful  with  me  whether  it  v/ould  be  either  just  or  good  policy  londer  all 
the  circums  i-ances  to  make  this  demand.  Since  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  we 
have  been  in  some  measure  in  a  state  of  war  with  the  Indians,  Some  of  these 
people  have  been  killed  (2  near  Greenville  in  Ohio)  and  as  the  object  at 
present  is  to  bring  about  a  state  of  peace  it  may  to  make  the  demand  you 
mention  defeat  it.  At  all  events  if  the  demand  is  made  a  compliance  vjith  it 
must  be  enforced  and  you  must  prepare  for  such  an  event.  I  sent  you  a  paper 
a  few  days  since  which  contained  several  Indian  speeches  one  by  Tecumsee,  in 
which  he  states  he  had  adhered  to  the  agreement  made  wit  Govr  Harrison  but 
that  the  pattawatamies  had  not,  I  was  desirous  of  preserving  this  paper 
for  if  the  demand  you  suggest  is  made  this  assertion  of  Tecumsee  might  be  taken 
as  evidence  and  the  aemand  made  of  that  Nation  direct.  If  however  the 
demand  is  made  and  the  Indians  surrender  persons  whom  they  may  state  as 
the  murderers  on  what  evidence  will  you  proceed  against  them  in  a  court  of 
justice? 

In  regard  to  the  distrabutioan  of  the  presents,  you  will  find  it 
necessary  to  give  the  commissioners  entire  discretion.  These  may  be  not  to 

many  Indians  as  you  expect  it  the  meeting  or  the  circumstances  may  malce  it 
proper  to  give  to  only  a  part  of  those  Indians  who  meet  &,  in  either  case  it 
may  be  xinnecessary  to  distribute'  all  the  goods  sent.  Think  it  would  be  proper 
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to  send  on  to  Johnson  a  cop;/  of  the  land  lavrs-5«-  and  a  map  ■with  the  different 
cessions  of  land  laid  do"wn  on  it   ior  the  use  of   the  commissioners     Botn 
might.  De  returned  as  soon  as     the  meeting  v^as  over.     I  think  it  vrould  be 
v;ell  to  let  the  Indians  at  the  meeting  state  the   causes  of  dissatisfaction 
freely  &  fiilly.     TneSe  might  be  sent  to  you  and  be  found  useful  in  the 
conferences  you  night  have  with  the  deputation  v;ho  might  come  on,     I  have 
thought  of  nothing  else  which  is  not  contained  in  the  paper  I  return  to  you 
will  you  if  you  ever  find  it  do  me  the  favour  to  send  ^M  on  the  newspaper  I 
sent  you  containing  the  speeches  made  at  Llississinnoway, 

Should  any  thing  else  occur  to  iaa  before  I  leave  this  I  will  state  it  to 
you 

I  think  I  shall  leave  this  on  the  5th  of  J\ily  if  not  sooner.     V/ould 
it  nox,  be  well  after  you  have  determined  Gov  Meigs  is  to  act,  to  give  him  as 
ea±5y  notice  as  your  comvenience  v;ill  peniilt 

I  am  very  respectfully 

T  Wortiiington 
June  2iith  1812 
^;-This  book  contains  all  the  Indian  Treaties  and  will  aid  the  commissioners 
much  in  the  discussions  kc 
[To  Eustis] 
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No,  U9^,  ^ 

Lexington  June  25th  1612 

Sir 

Yoiir  goodness  in  duly  honoring  my  last  Draft  for  $20,000  in 

favor  of  Simon  Gratz  &  Go.  merits  my  v/armest  acknowledgments,  &  v/ith 

sincerity  and.  gratitude  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  returning  you  my 

thanks  — 

ViOien  I  solicited  you  to  honor  that  Draft,   it  was  under  the  si)rongest 

impressions  that  I  stould  not  have  occasio.i   to  ask  for  adaitional 

advances:   bu-o  the  Deposit  of  three  months   (v*hich  I  am  ini'ormed  has  been 

completed^)  has  Compelled  my  Agents  to  draw  on  me  for  much  larger  sums  than 

> 
I  had  expected.     Under  this  pressure  I  am  constrained  to  ask$  for  a 

check  on  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  oi'  Kentucky  for  $10,000  —  and 

perraissi  n  to  draw  on  you  for  $±5,000  —  Indeed  less  than  these  sums 

will  not  enable  me  to  meet  the  acceptances  I  am  nov/  \inder  —  I  make  this 

application  to  you  Sir,  with  reluctance  but  with  the  strongest  conviction 

that  foims  of  Office  will  not  induce  you  to  withhold  such  advances  as 

in  your  Judgment  I  am  entitled  to  —  In  this  application  I  have  been 

carefull  not  ask  for  a  dollar  that  is  not  honestly  my  due  —  The  deposit 

must  amount  to  more  than  $20,000,   and  by  your  letter  of  25th  March  last, 

you  saia  there  would  be  $10,000  due  on  the  present  Contract —  I  shall  be 

disappointed  should  the   balance  not  be  much  larger,     -cermit  me  then  Sir, 

to  anticipate  a  favprable  result  to  this  my  last  application  —  v;hich 

shall  be  recollected  with  satisfaction,   and  acknowledged  with  gratitude, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  with  respect  &  regard  your  ob?^  <Sc  Huml  Set. 

James  Mo  iTison 

P.S.  Should  you  prefer  sending  a  Draft  on  the  Bank  of  J^entucky  for  the  amt. 

novr  asked  say  $25,000  I  shall  be  satisfied. 

The  Honl./  V/m.  -^stis/  Secy  of  War 
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No.    12. 

''  Fort  Massac 

June  26.    1812 

Sir, 

I    do  myself    the    honor  of    acknowledging   your   favor    of    the    15 
Ultimo  and   the   Drafts[?]    agreeably    thereto   have   been    received 

Permit   me   to    address   you    in   behalf   of    injured  Citizen  —  A 
Gentleman  by  the  mame  of    Frederic   Graiter  bought  at  a   Sheriffs  sail 
the  right    of    improvement    to   a    lot   of    ground    in    the  vicinity  of 
this   post   —    for   which    I    saw    the   Sheriff's  receipt         It   was   at    the 
time  of    sai  I, under   a    lease  and    1^  am    informed  cultivated  by   a 
Serjeant    then    attached    to   Captain   D,    Bissell's   Company    (now  a   Lt. 
Colo.)   and  that   the    Captain  himself   bid   for   the    lot  —   however 
the   field   ultimately    fell    to  ^r,    Graiter,    who   was  promised   by   the 
Capt.    that    at   the  expiration  of    the    lease  under   which    it    then    lay, 
that    it    should  be   given    up   to   him  —   but  contrary  to  that   stipulation 
M\r,    Graiter   has  ever   since  been   kept  out  of   the   possession   by  the 
different  Commanding  Officers  of    this  place. 

I    have  conversed  with    the   Sheriff   and  a  number  of   Citizens 
respecting  the    circumstances  and  being  co    vinced  of    the    justness  of 
of  the  cl  aim  --    I    have  in  my  own  responsibl  I  I  ty   taken    the    I  Iberty 
of   offering   to   put   him    in   possession   and  of   rel  inqu  iish  ing   all    claim 
of    the    Public's  to    the  right   of    improvement   of    said    field   unti  I  I    such 
time  as  the    land  may  be   sold  by   the   United  States  — 

I    have  the   honor  to  be  Sir  respectfully  your  obt.  ^i=^  &  hum!.   Servt. 

E.  Al len 
Lt.    U.    S.   Arty 
Honbl .  William   Eustis 
Secy   of  V\/ar 
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Ko.   261. 


j  Camp  at  fort  i'indlay,   on  Blanchards 

■^ork,  35  miles  from  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Lliami,   June  26th  l6l2. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  luoment  recieved  your  letter  of  the  l8th  of  ixxno.  inct. 
Since  the  army  marched  from  Urbanna,  v.'e  liave  had  constant  and  heavy 
rains.     This  has  rendered  the  progress  of  the  army  slov/  —  since  the 
junction  of  the  lA-hole  force,  not  a  moment  has  been,   or  shall  be  lost  in 
advancing  to  our  Post.      The  road  is   alreao;^'-  opened  ten  railes  in  advance. 
From  Urbanna  to   this  place,    strong  Blocidiouses  are  erected,  "vvithin 
twenty  miles  of  each  other,   to  preserve  the  communication  in  the  event 
of  war.      I  have  placed  in  them  small  Garrisons,  and  left  the  few  sick 
and  invalids,  vd.th  their  arias,  meoical  aid,  ana  all  necessaiy  comforts. 
I  suggest  to  you,  whether  it  vroula  not  be  expedient  to  relieve  the  troops 
of  this  army,   stationed  in  the  Blockhouses,  by  the  militia  of  Ohio.     In 
the  event  of  war  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  keep  up  this  communication.     I 
have  -vTith  me  a  considerable  number  of  friendly  chiefs  and  head  men 
of  the  differen-o  nations.     The  Indians,  as  vj'e  progress,   appear  to  be 
friendly.     I  hope  in  three  days  to  be  at  the  foot  of  the  xiapias.     The 
army  is  in  higii  spirits,   and  animaied  by  a  laudable  zeal.     There  e^cLsts 
a  perfect  harmony.     ilcArthurs  Blockhouse  stands  on  the  Scioto,   and  tlie 
River  is  navigable  for  noats  to  that  station.     From  thao  station  -oo  Fort 
Findlay  the  distance  is  about  twenty  seven  mij.es,   and  from  this  place 
there  is  a  boat  navigation,   by  the  xviiami  to  Detroit.     It  is  my  moention 
to  build  another  Blockhouse  on  the  carrying  river,   about  naif  the  distance 
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between  this  and  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,     The  friendly  Indians  are 
nov/  making  canoes,   and  v.ill  carry  a  part  of  the  baggage  of  the  ariiiy, 
from  this  to  the  foot  of  the  Rapids. 

Inclosed  is  the  moso  correct  return  that  can  be  made  of  the  ariiiy, 
under  present  circumstances 

I  am  respectfully  your  mo.  obt.  _  • 

Y/  Hiill     : 
Hon 
"William  iiustis 
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Chillicothe  June  26th  l8l2 
Sir 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  l8th 
Instant  by  Mail  v/hich  came  to  hand  on  the  2Uth,   and  agreeably  to  your  request 
have  forvj-arded  the  package  sent  to  my  care  for  Brigadier  General  Hull, 
An  express  vras  dispatched  with  it  v^ho  would  probably  reach  the  Army  on 
the  next  day. 

From  A  letter  I  received  from  General  Vfor  thing  ton,   I  am  led  to  beliiF5?e 
other  communications  of  a  similar  natxire  may  pass  through  my  hands  vihich 
should  it  be  the  case  you  may  rely  on  every  attention  being  paid  to  the 
dispatch  of  them.     Let  me  however  suggest  to  you  a  difficulty  that  may 
oeuri     The  countiy  through  which  an  express  will  have  to  pass  after  reaching 
the  Indian  boundary  is  a  wilderness  and  probably  theremay  be  some  difficulty 
in  procurfeing  a  person  in  whom  confidence  can  be  placed  to  pass  through 
the  Indian  country.     Captain  ■^'^^anaiy,  v^ith  his  company  of  Rangers,    (the 
principle  part  of  vfhom  is  well  mounted)   is  stationed  about  85  tfiles  v;est 
of  this  place,   and  n  ar  the  Boundary.     Y/ould  it  not  be  advisable,  §^ 
in  case  you  find  it  necessary  to  forward  other  communications  to  the  Army, 
to  have  them  sent  express  to  him  and  instruct  him,   to#  forward  them  on 
the  rout  to  the  army?     I  can  conweniantly  dispatch  a  Mesenger  from  this 
place,  who  iviU  arive  at  Manarys  Black-house  between  2l+  <St  36  hours  after 
his  departure  from  our  Post  office,  and  shall  make  it  a  point  to  have  one 
in  readyness  every  nail-day  should  it  be  necessary.     Any  sei^ce  in  my 
power  that '  I  can  render  to  our  Government  or  Country  will  be  chearfally 
performed.  ,  / 
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I  am  ver;^  respectfully  Your  Obadient  H-omble  Servent 

David  Kinkead 
"iTilliam  Eustis  Esquire 
Secratary  of  VJ'ar 
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Ne-wport  June  28th.  I8l2 
Sir 

I  have  the  lienor  to  inl'orm  you  that  in  addition  to  what  Genl,   Taylor 
inTormed  you  he  had  purchased  I  have  purcliased  I838O  lbs.  Lead  more  at  Eight 
dollars  pr,  100  v/ei,  ,ht 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect  your  mo.  obt.  Humble  Servt. 

James  T.  Eubank  for  &  in  the  absence  of 

Jas.  Taylor 
The  Honorable  Y/m.  Eustis  ' 

Secy  V/ar  '.Tashington 
City  , 
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Elviradc 

Rando!^ph  Coxinty 

■^llinoLS  Territory 

^une  29.  1812 
Sir 

Since  my  letter  of  the  23   Inst  I  have  received  information  lYhich 
I  a:n  s'are  ccui  be  relied  on  that  the  plan  vmich  the  T^ritish  now  mean 
to  aaopt  for  iiits7oducing  their  ^oods   into  the  indian  country  is  to  send 
thei.i  from  their  deposit  on  the  Straits  of  St  ■'■-arys   .-etween  -^akes  Huron 
1^  superior  by  Indians   in   canoes  to  Green  Bay  v/here  an  acent*  v;ill  remain 
to  receive  them.     Tne  Indians  v/ho  went  on  v;ith  Dijcon  are  to  be  employed 
in  this  service,   and  it  is   sup|X)sed  the  non  iinportaticn  v;ill  not  b^e 
enforced  a^ain-jt  them  ix  they  should  not  ever  hapoen  to  pass  undiscovered. 
If  hoT/ever     this  plan  fails,   the  same  Indians  are  to  be  employed  in 
carryin-  the  goods  by  lana  to  som.e  point  oxy^  Lake  :'ichggan. 

A  fev;  days  past  I  reed  a  comm;jnica'Gion  from  Hovr  Farrison  stating 
that  he  had  reed  information  that  20  Pottovrottamies  had  left  their 
villa^-e  to   commit  depredations   "on  the  ^'^askaslcia  road"  —  -'■  Iciovf  not  what 
road  is  r.eant  but  from  the  manner  in  iTJich  Gov  H.  received  the 
irn'ormation  I  think  it  very  probable  that  I  shall  hear  of  mischief  being 
don©  someviThere  in  a  f ev/  days,  . 

■^  have  the  honor  to  be  verj''  respectfully  Sir  ^^r  I-o  ^bdt  St 

i'Jinian  Sd^Yards 
[To  Eustis] 
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No.    11.         ^  '  -'■'■■■^ 

Secretary's  Office 

Detroit   June  JOtb.    I8i2 
Hon.    Wl I  I ian    Eustis  ' 

Secretary  at  V/ar 
Sir, 

It    is  not    in  my  power   to    inform    you   any  thing   more  respecting 
the   hostile    intention  of    the    Indians   tihan    I    did    in   my    last,    except 
I    frequently   hear  of    their    committing    murder     on   the  other   frontiers, 
they    all    appear    friendly  which    call    upon  me  and   for    two  or    three 
v/eeks  have   held  a   council    with   them   almost   every   day,    yesterday 
Ni-qui-gan  Nephew  d>o   the  Bastard  arrived,   he    lives  within  forty  or 
fifty  miles  of  Michi  I  imackinac  and  sent   by  Uncle   to    inform   me   his 
people  was   all   peaceable   and  was  determined   to  remain   so,   and  attend 
to   the  advice    they   received  from   their   Great  Father   the   President, 
he  also  observed  those  that  visted  their   great  Father  was  very   much 
gratified   to   receive   friendly   treatment   and  good  advice.      It    is 
reported  that   a    large  number  of    Indians  are  collected  at  A\al  den,    1    have 
no  doubt  but   that    they  receive  Arms  Ammunition  &c,    from  the    British 
who  are  making    every  preparation   for   War 

I    hear  Gov.    Hull    is  within   eighty  miles  of   this  place  having   a 
Road   to  cut  retards   his  March,   when    1    last   heard  from  him  he  and 
Array    in  good    health  and  spirits. 

With   respect  Your  Obt.    Servt. 

Reuben  Attwatei* 
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No.    27.  ' 


Lancaster    Garrara  Ky  jO^h   June    1812 
Honbl    Wi I  I iam   Eust  is. 
Sir, 

I    have   had    the   honour    to    receive   Your    Official    Commun  icat  iori/j:  of 
the    5^^^  •    Instant   notifying  me   of    the    Appointmt   of    Deputy    Commissary 
of    the    United   States. 

In  conformity    to    the  requisition    therein   made,     I    avail    myself 
of    the   Return   of    Mail    to  aooounce  to    your   Department   my  Acceptance    . 
of   the   said  Appointment. 

i    have  executed   the   requisite   Bond   with   what    I    deem   ample 
Security,    which    is    enclosed   and  herewith    transmitted  —   together 
with  the    Certificate   of    the    Honi.    John   Boyle  -- 

I    am  Sir    Respectfully   Yr.    No.   Obt.    Hnl.   Sert. 

Thomas  Buford 
Honl.   v./.    Eustis 
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No.  Uoz:^ 

[Broadside]  FORT  FAYETTE 

^\ine  30,  1812  , 
I  will  receive  proposals,  in  writing,  the  3d  of  July  next,  for  the 
following  articles,  at  the  lowest  prices  and  in  the  shortest  time  they  can 
be  delivered  at  this  place  by  those  wjio  may  be  disposed  to  contract  to 
furnish  them,  viz: 

Five  thousand  cartridge  boxes  and  belts. 
Five  thousand  bayonet  belts  and  scabbards. 
Five  thousand  gun  slings. 

Five  thousand  ball  screws,         .    .   .    .   ■ 
Five  thousan  screv;"  drivers. 
Five  thousand  brushes  and  picks. 
Five  thousand  painoed  knapsacks. 
Five  thousand  tin  canteens. 

Ay 

Blg;ht  hun  red  and  thirty-four  comnon  tents. 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  setts  common  "oent  poles. 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  sheet  iron  camp  kettles. 

Sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-jeix  gallon  tin  pans,  , 

Twelve  hundred  falling  axes,  ■  '  ^ 

Tvvo  hundred  ax  slings,  '      . 

Two  hundred  spades. 

And  five  hundred  tomahawks. 

Proposals  may  be  put  in  for  any  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  foregoing 
parcels.  Security  will  be  required  for  the  performance  of  contracts. 

By  order  of  the  secretary  of  War, 

H.  Johnson, 

Lieut,  and  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter  faster. 
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No.  65l» 

Chicago  Fort  Dearborn  June  30th,  I8l2 
Honourable  Sir 

Not  long  since  I  comiminicated  to  you  the  cad  satastrophe  of  the  murder 
of  the  Interpreter  at  this  Post  by  the  Sutler  John  Kinzie,  I  wrote  v^ithin 
^Vlrenty-fo^Ir  hours  after  the  event,  and  was  imcollected  at  the  time, 
besides  being  veiy  much  hurried  by  the  sudden  departure  of  the  carrier  of 
my  letters  ;  —  in  consequence  of  which  I  embrace  the  present  opportunity 
(by  the  vray  of  llichilimackinac,  for  perhaps  it  would  be  unsafe  to  trust  this 
communication  in  the  hands  of  the  Express  by  the  way  of  Fort , Wayne ; )-  of 
iviaking  a  few  additional  observations  upon  the  subject.  The  slight  quarrel 
which  led  to  the  assassination  took  place  in  ray  presence.  It  was  preceeded 
by  some  harsh  expressions  from  Lt.  Helm  against  the  U.S.  Factor  and  Facxory, 
who  concluded  by  saying  he  would  give .  a  very  handsome  treat  if  the  Factory 
v/oux  be  done  away?  If  his  assertions  did  not  really  appear  like  something 
like  a  bribe,  they  evidently  shewed  that  deep  animostiy  against  this 
Institution  which  he  has  upon  many  occasions  discovered.  And  John  Kinzie, 
his  father- in-lavr,  has  ever,  I  am  very  dredibly  informed,  been  endeavouring 
to  underaiine  this  Trading-house,  Lt.  Helm's  rash  remarks  led  to  the  quarrel, 
which  vfas  thovight  slight  at  the  time,  in  vdiich,  as  1  stated  in  my  other 
Communications,  the  unfortunate  Interpreter  defended  the  pure  motives  and 
just  dealings  of  the  Institution,  I  need  not  trouble  you.  Sir,  with  the 
minutia  of  this  affair^  s\iffice  it  to  say  that  it  was  a  perfect  assassination 
ana  can  be  proven  to  be  such.  The  murderer  vfas  let  out  of  the  Garrison 
as  I  have  before  stated,  ty  Lt.  Helm,  and  has  since  been  lurking  about 
the  place,  whether  to  murder  the  witnesses  of  which  I  am  one,  ^and  tlaere 
are  but  two  respectable  ones, )  or  whether  to  see  if  he-'C'an  return  I  knovj-  not. 
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But  this  much  appears  but  too  plain,  the  Officers  seem  not  to  vdsh  to 
apprehend^  him,  or  at  least  the  measures  tal-cen  are  not  calculated  to  prove 
effectual.   It  is  so  clear  that  even  the  non-commissioned  officers  (2c  privates 
express  this  opinion.  The  murderer  is  the  sutler  (together  v/ith  his  brother 
and  partner  Thomas  Forsyth  who  trades  at  the  Peo^as)  and  the  father- in-lav; 
to  the  Lieutenant,  It  cannot  but  be  remarked  that  this  partiality  shevm  to 
the  murderer  forms  an  additional  testimony  that  the  "Officers  are  involved 
v;-ith  the  Sutler,  It  is  painful.  Sir,  to  implmcate  my  feaiiw  Officers,  but 
duty,  truth,  the  love  of  jus&ice,  and  every  thing  of  the  kind  impels  me 
to  this  very  unpleasant  task.  And  I  have  farther  to  observe,  that  the 
Officers  are  acting  a  most  despotic  part  at  present.   Should  a  disclosure  take 
place  whilst  I  ara  here,  truly  Sir  my  person  might  be  in  imminent  danger;  ana 
from  these  considerations,  I  have  to  beg,  honourable  Sir,  that  my  name  may 
be  concealed  whilst  I  am  here,  and  particularly  that  I  may  be  allov/ed  either 

to  repair  to  some  other  Post  as  soon  as  possible,  or  be  furloughed  by  the 
first  Express,  and  shall  ever  be  reac^,  whe  my  person  is  seciire,  to  sub- 
stantiate what  I  have  stated* 

Shave  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  very  obdt, 
humble  Servt, 

J,  V,  Van  Voorhis 
^,  Mate 
Hon:  Wm,  Eustis 
Secrety,  at  War  ~ 

P.S.  The  Commanding  Officer  still  retains  LIr,  Kinzie  as  Sutler,  though  other 
persons,  who  are  American  citizens,  have  offered,  I  am  told,  to  supply  the 
Troops  at  a  much  more  reasonable  rate,  -^ 

Lt,  Helm  has  been  seen  carrying  wine  Sic,  towards  the  woods  —  in  all 
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probability  to  the  murderer.     The  centinal  sav;  him  let  the  murderer  out  of 
the  Garrison  at  about  10  Oclock  at  night,  walk  to  the  river's  siae  v/ith  hixa, 
and  shake  liim  by  the  hand  —  '         ' 
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